
MYP Language and Literature Level 4 (English 9) Course Syllabus

	Teacher: 

Ms. Weinfurter   Room 324

Email: weinfusa@milwaukee.k12.wi.us 

Class Website: msweinfurter.weebly.com   
	Required Materials:

Binder, notebook or loose-leaf, pencils and pens, texts, post-it notes for annotation  

	 Times Available: 

· Before/after school by appointment


	Turnitin.com  *You will use the same EMAIL LOGIN and PASSWORD for every class, but each of your other teachers will give you a different enrollment code and enrollment password! DO NOT create multiple accounts!! *Use lowercase letters!

Email Address Login:   s__ __ __ __ __ __ __ @student.milwaukee.k12.wi.us

Password: s__ __/__ __ /__ __
Weinfurter’s English Enrollment Code: ___________________________

Weinfurter’s English Enrollment Password: ________________________


IB mission statement

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment. These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.

The following information is taken from the International Baccalaureate Organization’s MYP Language A: Language and Literature guide. 
Nature of Language and Literature
Language is what makes us human. It is a recourse against the meaningless noise and silence of nature and history. 

Octavio Paz 

Literature is the art of discovering something extraordinary about ordinary people, and saying with ordinary words something extraordinary. 

Boris Pasternak 

Language and Literature Aims

The aims of MYP language and literature are to encourage and enable students to: 
· use language as a vehicle for thought, creativity, reflection, learning, self-expression, analysis and social interaction develop the skills involved in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing and presenting in a variety of contexts 
· develop critical, creative and personal approaches to studying and analysing literary and non-literary texts 
· engage with text from different historical periods and a variety of cultures 
· explore and analyse aspects of personal, host and other cultures through literary and non-literary texts 
· explore language through a variety of media and modes 
· develop a lifelong interest in reading 
· apply linguistic and literary concepts and skills in a variety of authentic contexts.

Language and Literature Objectives

Objective A: Analysing 

Through the study of language and literature students are enabled to deconstruct texts in order to identify their essential elements and their meaning. Analysing involves demonstrating an understanding of the creator’s choices, the relationships between the various components of a text and between texts, and making inferences about how an audience responds to a text (strand i), as well as the creator’s purpose for producing text (strand ii). Students should be able to use the text to support their personal responses and ideas (strand iii). Literacy and critical literacy are essential lifelong skills; engaging with texts requires students to think critically and show awareness of, and an ability to reflect on, different perspectives through their interpretations of the text (strand iv). 

In order to reach the aims of studying language and literature, students should be able to: 

i. analyse the content, context, language, structure, technique and style of text(s) and the relationships among texts 

ii. analyse the effects of the creator’s choices on an audience 

iii. justify opinions and ideas, using examples, explanations and terminology 

iv. evaluate similarities and differences by connecting features across and within genres and texts.
Objective B: Organizing 

Students should understand and be able to organize their ideas and opinions using a range of appropriate conventions for different forms and purposes of communication. Students should also recognize the importance of maintaining academic honesty by respecting intellectual property rights and referencing all sources accurately. 

In order to reach the aims of studying language and literature, students should be able to: 

i. employ organizational structures that serve the context and intention 

ii. organize opinions and ideas in a sustained, coherent and logical manner 

iii. use referencing and formatting tools to create a presentation style suitable to the context and intention. 

Objective C: Producing text 

Students will produce written and spoken text, focusing on the creative process itself and on the understanding of the connection between the creator and his or her audience. In exploring and appreciating new and changing perspectives and ideas, students will develop the ability to make choices aimed at producing texts that affect both the creator and the audience. 

In order to reach the aims of studying language and literature, students should be able to: 

i. produce texts that demonstrate insight, imagination and sensitivity while exploring and reflecting critically on new perspectives and ideas arising from personal engagement with the creative process 

ii. make stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and visual devices, demonstrating awareness of impact on an audience 

iii. select relevant details and examples to develop ideas. 

Objective D: Using language 

Students have opportunities to develop, organize and express themselves and communicate thoughts, ideas and information. They are required to use accurate and varied language that is appropriate to the context and intention. This objective applies to, and must include, written, oral and visual text, as appropriate. 

In order to reach the aims of studying language and literature, students should be able to: 

i. use appropriate and varied vocabulary, sentence structures and forms of expression 

ii. write and speak in a register and style that serve the context and intention 

iii. use correct grammar, syntax and punctuation 

iv. spell (alphabetic languages), write (character languages) and pronounce with accuracy 

v. use appropriate non-verbal communication techniques.
Reagan IB High School Grading Policy

As an International Baccalaureate School, the purpose of assessment at Reagan is to measure student progress toward proficiency of the Middle Years Programme or Diploma Programme criteria.  Students are presented with the objectives (standards) of the course and offered multiple opportunities to provide evidence of mastery towards them.  It is Reagan’s goal to ensure that students are well prepared for the IB exams that they take at the end of their senior year.  These exams require high level thinking skills, as well as an understanding of the world around them on a local, national, and international level.  A student who achieves in classes at Reagan, as well as on the IB exams, graduates with a distinct advantage over other students.  Reagan students are well prepared for the rigor of college and life itself.  Students receiving grades of 4 or above on IB exams (on a scale of 1-7) are eligible for college credit depending on which institution they choose to continue their studies. 

Students will be provided with:

· Clear expectations 

· A rubric addressing the evaluation of the task and assessing mastery of the objective (standard) 

· The opportunity to practice with no penalties attached to the practice 

· Descriptive feedback that will address where the student started and their progress toward meeting the objective. 

Students will receive one of the following grades for their evidence:

· Advanced: The student exhibits exceptional mastery of the course objective. 

· Proficient: The student provides evidence of mastery of the course objective.  

· Basic: The student provides evidence of a beginning understanding of the course objective.  

· Minimal: The student attempts the task but provides no evidence of mastery of the objective described. 

· No Score: No evidence is produced; evidence produced does not meet the descriptors.  

After evidence is collected, students have the option of revising and resubmitting work to demonstrate proficiency.  This system produces high levels of student engagement in learning and ensures that the final grade actually reports what the students know and how well they perform the objectives/standards.  If there are extenuating circumstances, the teacher may choose to exempt a piece of evidence if he or she believes the evidence does not accurately show what the student currently knows or is able to do.  There is no penalty for low performance at the beginning of studying an objective; students are assessed on their highest level attained in the process.  This focus on continuous improvement helps to build self efficacy in all students.  Students with IEPs and English Language Learners are graded against the same subject specific rigorous assessment criteria.  However, their assessment tasks will be modified based on their individualized educational plan (IEP).
	Common Scale
	Meaning
	Percentage Conversion (done by IC) 
	Classic Report Card Grade Conversion (done by IC)

	AD
	Advanced or 4
	100 (90-100)
	A

	PR
	Proficient or 3
	85 (70-89)
	80-89= B

70-79= C

	BA
	Basic or 2
	65 (51-69)
	D

	MI
	Minimal or 1
	50 (1-50)
	U

	0
	No evidence
	0
	U


Infinite Campus: All assignments and grades will be posted on Infinite Campus and available to students and parents.  It is the responsibility of the student to know his or her grade.  If you believe Ms. Weinfurter has made a mistake on anything she has graded, bring it to her attention, and be prepared to provide proof of her error.  

Course Sequence
Semester One:

	Unit
	Text
	Assessment

	Short Fiction
	Short stories from Prentice Hall Literature Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes Textbook
	Literary Analysis Essay

	Poetry
	Selected poems from Prentice Hall Literature Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes Textbook in addition to teacher and student-selected sources
	Poetry Writing Assignment and Presentation

	Shakespeare
	The Merchant of Venice
	Dramatic Interpretation and Scene Performance

	Vocabulary
	Units 1-3 from Vocabulary Workshop Workbook (checked out from library – you cannot write in this!)
	Quizzes


Semester Two:
	Unit
	Text
	Assessment

	Novel
	J.D. Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye
	Character Analysis Essay

	Epic Hero
	Homer’s The Odyssey
	Creative Writing Assignment and Presentation

	Research & Argumentation
	Scholarly Sources
	Research & Argumentation  

	Vocabulary
	Units 4-6 Vocabulary Workshop Workbook (checked out from library – you cannot write in this!)
	Quizzes


ACT College and Career Readiness Standards for English, Writing, and Reading (actstudent.org)
*Students will be preparing for the English, Reading, and Writing ACT test through class practice with sample ACT questions. 
On the ACT English test
The English test is 45 minutes to read five passages, or essays, and answer 75 multiple-choice questions about them – an average of 15 questions per essay. The ACT English test is designed to measure your ability to accomplish the wide variety of decisions involved in revising and editing a given piece of writing. An important part of revision and editing decisions is a good understanding of the conventions of standard written English. 

	Usage/Mechanics

· punctuation

· grammar and usage

· sentence structure
	Rhetorical Skills

· strategy

· organization

· style


You will not be tested on spelling, vocabulary, or on rote recall of the rules of grammar. 

On the ACT Reading Test
The reading test is a 40-question, 35-minute test that measures your reading comprehension. You're asked to read several passages and answer questions that show your understanding of:
· what is directly stated

· statements with implied meanings
Specifically, you will use referring and reasoning skills to:
· determine main ideas

· locate and interpret significant details

· understand sequences of events

· make comparisons

· comprehend cause-effect relationships

· determine the meaning of context-dependent words, phrases, and statements

· draw generalizations

· analyze the author's or narrator's voice and method

On the ACT Writing Test
The writing Test is a 30-minute essay test that measures your writing skills—specifically those writing skills emphasized in high school English classes and in entry-level college composition courses

The test consists of one writing prompt that will define an issue and describe two points of view on that issue. You are asked to respond to a question about your position on the issue described in the writing prompt. In doing so, you may adopt one or the other of the perspectives described in the prompt, or you may present a different point of view on the issue. Your score will not be affected by the point of view you take on the issue.

Some colleges require the Writing Test; others do not. You should decide whether or not to take the Writing Test based on the requirements of the colleges you are applying to or considering.
Materials Needed for Class

· Two notebooks for this class only (one for literature and one for vocabulary)
· A folder for saving your work and all handouts from class

· Several pens and pencils 
· Texts (you will check these out from the library as needed)
· A USB/Flash drive for saving your work 
· *Post-it notes (*optional, but highly recommended for annotating texts and being able to easily track and reference)
School Rules—PBIS
Plagiarism is the act of using another individual’s words or thoughts and passing them off as one’s own.  Copying down one sentence or an entire paper, lifting a thought from a website without appropriate citation and other similar activities are all considered acts of plagiarism.  Any assessment that contains plagiarized material will not be accepted, and any chance at resubmission is forfeit.  Please note that if a student allows another student to copy his or her work, both students will fail the assessment and forfeit the opportunity to replace or revise that assessment for a grade.  In some cases, plagiarism may be reported to the IBO or to colleges or universities to which the offending student has applied for admission.  

Cell phones and other electronic devices are not permitted in MPS schools.  If a staff member sees, hears, smells, or notices cell phones or electronics in any way, shape, or form, even if you are not using them, they are instructed to take it away from you.  The first time, your parent will be able to pick it up from the office 30 days after confiscation.  The second time, your parent will be able to pick it up at the end of the school year.  Students who use cell phones to endanger others will be expelled from the school.  Leave your cell phones and electronics at home, in your locker, or otherwise out of sight!
Class Rules & Expectations:
	Be Responsible
	Be Respectful
	Be Safe

	· Be in class before the bell rings and begin the “warm up” or “do now”. 

· Bring all necessary materials each day. Have a checklist at your locker to remember!
· Follow directions the first time they are given. 
· Complete all in-class assignments during the time provided, and turn in all assignments when they are due. 

	· Listen while others are speaking.

· Use appropriate language.

· Ask to use the pass only at appropriate times. Do not interrupt instruction.
· Cell phones must not be seen or heard! They will be confiscated. 
· Handle the Chromebooks with care! Follow the procedures for retrieving and putting away properly. 


	· Be where you are supposed to be.

· If using the pass, return in a timely manner (5 minutes or less).

· Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.

· Remain in your seat unless you are given permission to leave it. Stay seated until the bell rings to end class.


Consequences: 1st offense: reminder/warning and/or one-on-one conference. 2nd offense: contact parent/guardian, detention, seat change and/or loss of other privileges. 3rd offense OR major offense: contact parent/guardian, referral to administration, conference with parent/guardian 

Do NOT Plagiarize: 

· Plagiarism is the act of using another individual’s words or thoughts and passing them off as one’s own.  Copying down one sentence or an entire paper, lifting a thought from a website without appropriate citation and other similar activities are all considered acts of plagiarism.  Any assessment that contains plagiarized material will not be accepted, and any chance at resubmission is forfeit.  If you are uncertain about incorporating resource material into an assessment, ask before submitting the assessment.  Please note that if a student allows another student to copy his or her work, both students will fail the assessment and forfeit the opportunity to replace or revise that assessment for a grade.  In some cases, plagiarism may be reported to the IB or to colleges or universities to which the offending student has applied for admission.                                                             
I agree to the above rules and expectations for this course. 

Signature X____________________________________________________________________________     Date:___________________________
