How do I read and analyze a text effectively?

1. Read    
  2. Write questions/comments            3. REREAD!!!
         4. Annotate (see below)

· What is the text literally about? Can you summarize or paraphrase the text?

· What is the title? What does it tell us?  

· Who is the narrator (novel/short story) or speaker (poem) the text? How does the author characterize people? 
· What is the character’s tone (attitude towards the topic/subject)? Which words reveal this tone? 

· What is the setting? Where or when does this occur? 
· What is the conflict? What is happening? What actions (verbs) are used? 

· What diction (word choice) is noteworthy? Why? 
· Which words do you need to look up? Unknown or challenging words? 

· What denotations (dictionary definitions) or connotations (feelings, associations) are important? 

· Choose two words from the text that seem like they might be important, and, even if you already know them, look them up in the dictionary. 
· What figurative language is used? Why? 
· Imagery (descriptions of sights, sounds, touch, taste, smell, or movement) 

· Simile (indirect comparison of two unalike things using “like” or “as”) 
· Metaphor (direct comparison of two unalike things)
· Personification (giving human traits or characteristics to non-humans) 
· Hyperbole (exaggeration)  
· Are there any symbols? Do objects or things or people or places represent something other than itself? Why?
· Example: Does a rock or stone symbolize strength? 
· Do you notice any repetition of words, phrases, ideas, concepts, images, pairings, or contrasts? Why?
· For example, a text might repeat images of light or brightness, or contrast imagery of dark and light, sound/silence, sacred/profane; or there might be repetitions and contrasts in the music of the language, such as smooth/choppy, long words/short words.

· How important is the structure? How does form (stanzas and lines) contribute to the poem? Is the poem organized in stanzas by topic or mood changes? How do the paragraphs or dialogue in a story affect its meaning? Are there abrupt transitions? Is there enjambment (the continuation of a sentence without a pause beyond the end of a line) or end-stopped lines (line ends with punctuation / “stopped” at the end)? 

· Does punctuation create a certain effect? Are there more questions or exclamations or periods? Why? How are semicolons, colons, or dashes used? 
· What is the first line? What is the last line? Are they similar or different? How has the poem or story changed or developed? How do lines start or end? Are certain words emphasized by doing this? 
· How important is the role of sound effects, such as onomatopoeia (words that imitate sounds; examples include “snap, crackle, pop”) or alliteration (same sound at the start of nearby words)? How do they affect tone and meaning? 



What IS a Thematic Statement (Theme) Anyway?
“Theme is the central idea or message of a literary work. It is not the same as a topic or subject, which can be expressed in a word or two: courage, survival, war, pride, etc. The theme is the idea the author wishes to convey about that subject. It is expressed as a statement about life or the human condition. A literary work can have more than one theme, and most themes are not directly stated but are implied. The reader must think about all the elements of the work (literary devices/conventions/author’s choices) and use them to make inferences. 

	A thematic Statement IS (
	A thematic statement IS NOT! (

	An observation 

· It makes a comment about the way things appear to be in reality

Original and thoughtful

· It should be something that you find interesting, something a bit philosophical whose wording you have come up with by yourself 

General, about reality 

· It translates the characters and plot into generalizations such as “people, or “parents” or “raising a child” etc. 

Reasonable

· It uses terms like “sometimes,” or “often,” or refers to limited circumstances, to suggest a more realistic view of the variety in life
	A moral or command

· It doesn’t tell us how to behave by using words like “should” or by commanding

A common saying

· It isn’t trite, it’s not cliché, or a maxim, or an aphorism like, “Actions speak louder than words,” or “Absence makes the heart grow fonder” 

Specific to the text 

· It doesn’t refer to the specific characters and plot in the text (but your textual evidence will!)
Absolute 

· It doesn’t use works like “all,” “none,” “everything,” or “always,” because that kind of statement is rarely true, and usually impossible to prove 


Reminders & Sample Thematic Statements

	Do…
	Well-Written Statements

	Draw general insight from a character’s behavior
	Loyalty to a partner may be more difficult in high-stress situations.

	Use qualifying words in a thematic statement, such as sometimes, can, may, and often
	Poverty may transform honest people into criminals.

	Express the theme as an insight into life
	Gossip can cause serious damage to a person’s reputation.

	Express the theme in your own words
	People who commit crimes may be punished in unexpected ways.

	Express the theme as a general comment on a subject
	People with realistic goals tend to be more successful than those who put little thought into their futures.


	Do not…
	Poorly Written Statements

	Express the theme as a subject or topic
	The theme is goals for the future.

	Express the theme as an adage or familiar cliché/saying 
	Crime doesn’t pay.
A penny saved is a penny earned.

	Express the theme as a moral
	It’s wrong to gossip about people.

	Make a thematic statement too general. Avoid broad generalizations with words such as everyone, always, never, and all
	Poverty causes crime.

	Refer to specific characters in a theme
	The character learned not to trust others around him.


Thematic Topics Brainstorm:





Thematic Statement:








