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Question #8: Literature is often about crossing boundaries, both physically and mentally. In what ways, and to what extent, does the crossing of boundaries contribute to the novel?
Rough draft outline: 

Intro:

1. Hook: 

2. Relevant background info with title and author:

3. Thesis statement: Through Bronte’s use of exposition, setting, foil, and point of view, Jane Eyre conveys how the strength from within can be enough to change one’s life. 

Body (multiple paragraphs): 
A.

1. Topic sentence: Bronte’s exposition of Gateshead contributes to Jane Eyre crossing boundaries mentally despite her low position in society and being a young woman with few rights, she mentally overcomes limits from a power within herself.
2. Context: Bronte illustrates Jane’s former mindset of not reacting to abuse or mistreatment to pushing the boundaries in response to John Reed’s forcefulness.
3. Signal phrase with quote and in-text citation: Jane thinks, “I never had any thought of striking back” (Bronte 9). However, she finally speaks out and calls him a “wicked, cruel boy” (Bronte 9). 

4. Analysis: Bronte demonstrates through the exposition that this kind of reaction is new for Jane. Despite other characters making it seem like she deserves it, Jane shows that she has been nothing but obedient before, but no longer accepts her treatment. She begins to cross the boundaries of her role in Mrs. Reed’s house.

5. Wrap-up to emphasize main idea in response to question: The background information provided in the exposition helps to develop the significance of the boundary crossing – that Jane is beginning a journey to make a change in her life from a quiet, submissive child, to one who speaks up for herself. 

B. Topic sentence: Bronte’s use of setting throughout the novel from Gateshead to Lowood to Thornfield to Moor House demonstrate a physical crossing of boundaries that shows Jane continually overcoming obstacles within society.

C. Topic sentence: The use of foil helps illuminate the differences between the way women, such as Blanche Ingram, were expected to act at the time compared to how Jane acts, which shows she crossed society’s boundaries. 

D. Topic sentence: Bronte’s choice to use first person point of view also contributes to the novel’s crossing of boundaries because it places value on Jane Eyre’s voice telling her own story to show how she took control of her life and the choices she made. 

Conclusion:

1. Restate thesis statement

2. Emphasize key ideas

3. Conclude with profound focus on “So what?” and potentially relate it to the hook at the beginning for a sense of completeness

