Select at least ONE question and write at least ONE paragraph that develops a response with at least ONE specific reference to the text, either directly quoted or paraphrased with an in-text citation.  
1. Do the men in Waiting for Godot have any sort of character arcs? Do they evolve at all, or learn anything, or change in any way from the beginning to the end of the play?

2. Do Vladimir and Estragon stand around killing time because they’re waiting for Godot, or is waiting for Godot itself just an act to fill the void?

3. If Waiting for Godot is moralistic in nature, what is the moral? How does the play instruct us to lead our lives? Are these lessons subjective and personal for each viewer, or objective and universal?

4. Waiting for Godot is labeled as a “tragicomedy”. What elements of the play are comic? What elements of the play are tragic? How do they work together to give the play meaning? 

5. What does the tree symbolize? The tree is bare in the first part of the play. On the second day, Beckett instructs in his stage direction that the tree has four or five leaves. What do the leaves symbolize?

6. What or who does Godot represent? (Keep in mind that Beckett himself could not answer this, so it is really a rhetorical question.) Does it matter?

7. Beckett was particular about his stage directions. Choose a section of Waiting for Godot and write a completely different set of stage directions, but keep the dialogue the same. How does this alter the meaning of the play?
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