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Physical Qualities: manly, sturdy. strong. muscular, brawny. handsome, beautiful, pretty.
lovely. good-looking, charming. well-groomed. dainty, delicate, graceful, clegant, attractive.
ravishing. neat, skillful, agile, nimble, active, lively, spirited, vivacious, glamorous, bewitching.
enchanting, classy. weak. feeble, sluggish, frail. decrepit, thin, emaciated, portly, sloppy. obese,
unkempt, sickly. frail. unclean, ugly. hideous, homely, awkward, clumsy, bizarre, grotesque.
repulsive, loathsome, horrible

Mental Qualities: educated. scholarly. learned. wise, intelligent, talented, intellectual. gifted.
Tational, reasonable, sensible, prudent, shrewd, observant, clever, ingenious, inventive, subtle,
cunning, crafty, sharp, logical. resourceful, calculating, intuitive, knowledgeable, unintelligent,
‘nonintellectual, unschooled, ignorant, illiterate, irrational, foolish. crass, prejudiced, narrow-
‘minded. simple. shallow, dull stupid, idiotic, deranged, demented. senile

Moral Qualities: innocent, righteous, upright. pure, forgiving, temperate. truthful, honorable,
decent, trustworthy, straightforward, respectable, wicked, mean. corrupt, infamous, notorious,
immoral, unprincipled, vulgar, deceitful, dishonest, unprincipled. dishonorable, foul, lewd.
lustful, cruel,

Spiritual Qualities: religious. reverent, pious. devout. faithful, holy. saintly, angelic, godlike.
Spiritual, devoted. skeptical. agnostic, atheistic. irreligious, impious, irreverent, sacrilegious.
‘materialistic, godless, fiend-like, spiteful. fanatical, wicked

Social Qualities: civil, tactful. courteous. polite, cooperative. genal, hospitable, gracious,
amiable, cordial. sociable. flirtatious. good-natured. cheerful. jovial. jolly, suave, debonair.

clegant. quict, unsociable, anti-social, antagonistic. abusive, aggressive. discourteous, impudent,

impolite, insolent, ill-mannered, jealous, unrefined, ungracious, annoying, sycophantic,
pompous, sullen, sulky, grumpy. crabby, belligerent, critical. cynical, caustic, sleazy, classless,
condescending, crude

General Personal Qualities: distinguished, noble. admirable. influential, impressive, genteel,
Tefined., aristocratic, cultured, generous, charitable, altruistic, philanthropic, humane, merciful.
gentle, kindly. patient, sympathetic, compassionate, ambitious, conscientious. punctual,

enthusiastic. determined, confident, courageous, solemn, serious, cautious. eloquent, persuasive,

witty, reserved, meek, humble, modest, natural, shy, sensitive, thrifty. appreciative, consistent,
Kind. defiant, judgmental. nonchalant, indifferent, moody. melancholic, petty. stingy.
domincering, ruthless, incompetent, unreliable, unstable. cowardly, headstrong. impulsive,
apathetic, insensitive, extravagant, insincere, hypocritical, overconfident, arrogant, proud,
stubborn, rebellious, envious, traitorous, odd, obnoxious, malicious, spiteful
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IB DP HL Literature II
Unit 3 Too Brief a Treat: The Letters of Truman Capote edited by Gerald Clarke Student Guide

Name:________________________________________________________________________________________________Block: _______
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Internal Assessment: Discussion Preparation: As part of everyone’s Reagan IB Lit course grade, you will be participating in a one-on-one 10 minute discussion with your teacher on one of two texts, Too Brief a Treat: The Letters of Truman Capote or Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett. You will have to demonstrate excellent knowledge and understanding of the text and be prepared to answer a wide range of discussion questions with independent thought, supported by specific and relevant details. Since you won’t know which text you will have to discuss, you must thoroughly prepare for both texts (one of them being Too Brief a Treat: The Letters of Truman Capote) by completing all of the practice and homework, in-class activities, and evidence for the unit. If you choose to sign-up as an IB tester, this discussion will be part of your IB Lit grade for college credit, so it carries extra importance beyond the class grade at Reagan!
· Inquiry Questions: 

· Skills-based: What is Capote’s intended audience, and what is his purpose in writing to him/her/them? Examples of informative purpose: inform, describe, define, review, notify, instruct, advise, announce, explain, demonstrate, illustrate. Examples of persuasive purpose: persuade, convince, influence, argue, recommend, change, advocate, urge, defend, justify, support.
· Content-based: How is Capote’s overall message communicated? What type of support does he use? Is he persuasive? Why or why not? Examples of support that can be effective and persuasive: personal anecdotes, examples, testimonials, statistics/numbers, etc. Examples of support that tend to be ineffective and not persuasive: generalizations, stereotypes, one-sided arguments, hyperboles, etc.
· Debatable: To what extent are letters literature? In what ways do the letters represent the human condition?  
· ATL: Thinking: 

· Analyze complex issues in the text
· Practice observing carefully in order to recognize/notice author’s choices while close reading
· Gather and organize relevant information to formulate an argument 

· Draw reasonable conclusions and generalizations 

· Formulate factual, topical, conceptual and debatable questions

· ACT Standards:

· ACT: READING/Close Reading (CLR) 33-36:

CLR 701. Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in complex passages
· ACT: READING/Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries (IDT) 33-36:
IDT 701. Identify or infer a central idea or theme in complex passages or their paragraphs
· ACT: READING/Word Meanings and Word Choice (WME) 33-36:
WME 701. Analyze how the choice of a specific word or phrase shapes meaning or tone in passages when the effect is subtle or complex
· ACT: READING/Text Structure (TST) 33-36:
TST 703. Analyze the overall structure of highly complex passages
· ACT: READING/Purpose and Point of View (PPV) 33-36:
PPV 701. Identify or infer a purpose in complex passages and how that purpose shapes content and style

IB Learner Profile: Courageous/Risk-Takers: We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative strategies. We are resourceful and resilient in the face of challenges and change.
Assessment Criteria (From the IA Individual Oral Commentary and Discussion Rubric)

· Criterion D: Knowledge and understanding of the work used in the discussion: How much knowledge and understanding has the student shown of the work used in the discussion?

· Criterion E: Response to discussion questions: How effectively does the student respond to the discussion questions?

Name __________________________________________________________________________Block:______

Too Brief a Treat: The Letters of Truman Capote 
Summative Unit Evidence Assessment
IB Assessment:

For your IB Internal Assessments, you will have a 10-minute discussion with me (one-on-one) that will be recorded. The discussion will take place after your IOC on one of Goodison’s poems. The discussion will either be about Waiting for Godot or The Letters of Truman Capote. Before we begin recording, the text that you discuss will be randomly selected. You can’t know the questions ahead of time, but you have a list of possible topics and generic questions that could potentially be the basis for discussion. 

Unit Evidence Assessment: 
In order to prepare for your IB Discussion, you will develop your Letters of Truman Capote discussion preparation by responding to practice questions about Capote’s letters. 
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· Analyze the author’s choices. 
· What does Capote do (Features/topics of Capote’s letters are provided) Capote + analytical verb _____________
· Where does Capote do it (Record one direct quote/example from the letters as support) Capote writes, “____________” (Page). 
· Why does Capote do it?  (For what purpose does Capote do this? Sometimes it’s helpful to think about how the work would be different without it to understand the purpose/effect with it) Capote + analytical verb _________________
· Use correct spelling and grammar, complete sentences, and formal and academic vocabulary.
1. Audience/Purpose: Who is Capote’s intended audience, and what is his purpose in writing to him/her/them? Examples of informative purpose: inform, describe, define, review, notify, instruct, advise, announce, explain, demonstrate, illustrate. Examples of persuasive purpose: persuade, convince, influence, argue, recommend, change, advocate, urge, defend, justify, support.  
To _______________________________
Pages __________  
Response: _________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Message: What is Capote’s overall message in the letter? 
To _______________________________
Pages __________
Response: _________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Organization: How is the letter organized? Does it use a pattern of organization, such as chronological/ sequential, topical, compare/contrast, problem/solution, description? Are there gaps in the information given?
To _______________________________
Pages __________
Response: _________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Support: How is Capote’s overall message communicated? What type of support does he use? Is he persuasive? Why or why not?

Examples of support that can be effective and persuasive: personal anecdotes, examples, testimonials, statistics/numbers, etc.

Examples of support that tend to be ineffective and not persuasive: generalizations, stereotypes, one-sided arguments, hyperboles, etc. 
To _______________________________
Pages __________
Response: _________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Style: What style of language does Capote use in the letter: formal or informal? What are some examples of diction (vocabulary) he uses? How would you describe his word choice? What type of sentence structure does he use: simple or complex? What do you notice about his use of terms of endearment? 
To _______________________________
Pages __________
Response: _________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Technique/Conventions: Does Capote adhere to or challenge typical literary techniques/conventions, such as spelling, punctuation, grammar, paragraph structure, etc.? Why do you think this is? 
To _______________________________
Pages __________
Response: _________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Tone (tone words attached): What is Capote’s attitude (the writer’s tone) in the letter? Does his attitude (tone) shift? Why or why not? In what ways does he use jokes, humor, or hyperboles? In what ways his he complimenting/praising others vs. critiquing/judging others? What does it reveal about his relationships? 
To _______________________________
Pages __________
Response: _________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Compare/Contrast: How does the letter relate to other letters? How is it similar or different from other letters by Capote? 
To _______________________________
Pages __________
Response: _________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Context: How does the letter highlight the time period/location/culture? Or are his letters “timeless”? To what extent does he convey concepts, ideas, or emotions and feelings that are limited to the time, place, or culture?
To _______________________________
Pages __________
Response: _________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Communication/Writing: In what ways does Capote draw attention to his own or others’ letter writing? What does this reveal?  

To _______________________________
Pages __________
Response: _________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. Literature: In what ways do his letters convey significant and universal themes? Do his letters reveal a larger message about humanity (people, life, society)? In what ways are the letters similar or different to other forms of literature?
Response: _________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Evidence Assessment Part II: Imitating Capote’s Style
Based on your study of Capote’s language, structure, technique, and style, use that as a guide to imitate Capote in a letter that you write to someone else. You can use a combination of letters as your guide for imitation, or it may be helpful to choose your favorite Capote letter we’ve read so far and base it on that. Write a letter to a (real or imagined) friend or family member in that style. Imitate Capote’s style and write about similar content (must be school appropriate), but use your own thoughts and experience as the basis for the letter.
Salutation (Greeting):__________________________________________________,

Body: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

                                                                     Signature: ____________________________________________

LIST and LABEL/NUMBER at least five elements of Capote’s style that you tried to incorporate into your letter.

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________________________________________________

 Discussion Assessment Criteria: 

Criterion D: Knowledge and understanding of the work used in discussion

· How much knowledge and understanding has the student shown of the work used in the discussion?

	Marks
	Level descriptor

	0
	The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below. 

	MI
	There is little knowledge or understanding of the content of the work discussed.

· The imitation letter demonstrates very little of the stylistic choices.

	BA
	There is some adequate knowledge and superficial understanding of the content of the work discussed.

· The imitation letter demonstrates only some of the stylistic choices.

	PR
	There is good knowledge and understanding of the content and most of the implications of the work discussed.

· The imitation letter demonstrates most of the stylistic choices.

	AD
	There is excellent knowledge and understanding of the content and the implications of the work discussed.

· The imitation letter clearly demonstrates all five of the stylistic choices


Criterion E: Response to the discussion questions

· How effectively does the student respond to the discussion questions?

	Marks
	Level descriptor

	0
	The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

	MI
	There is limited ability to respond meaningfully to the discussion questions

· Few of the questions are completed with any support. 

	BA
	Responses to the discussion questions are sometimes relevant.

· Some of the responses are completed and sometimes provide support. 

	PR
	Well-informed responses to the discussion questions show a good degree of independent thought.

· Almost all of the responses are completed and provide a specific example for support. 

	AD
	There are persuasive and independent responses to the discussion questions. 
· All responses are completed and provide a specific example for support. 


Character Traits
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TONE Words List: The attitude of the writer toward a subject or an audience. 
POSITIVE Tone Words
 Synonyms



1. Whimsical
fanciful; imaginary
2. Lighthearted
carefree; happy
3. Convivial

lively; jolly
4. Optimistic
positive; affirmative
5. Compassionate
tender; merciful
6. Sympathetic
warm; considerate
7. Benevolent
humane; charitable
8. Jovial

contented; cheerful
9. Felicitous

appropriate; desirable
10. Carefree

lighthearted; happy-go-lucky
11. Exuberant
buoyant; elated
12. Ecstatic

delighted; enchanted
13. Exhilarated
excited; uplifted
14. Festive

pleased; merry
15. Contentment
festive; joyous
16. Affable

cordial; friendly
17. Serene

pleasant; peaceful
18. Sanguine

encouraging; hopeful
19. Reverent

godly; holy
20. Amicable

friendly; congenial
[image: image5.png]Author Descriptors

cultured. intellectual, sensible. rational, analytical, imaginative. perceptive, optimistic. idealistic,
religious. sympathetic. sophisticated. sentimental. original. clever. witty. humorous.
unprejudiced. realisic. romantic. uncultured. nonintellectual, shallow. opinionated. intolerant,
‘pessimistic, cynical

exact, precise. concise. clinical. ironic. metaphorical. poetic. plain, simple. forceful. natural.
formal. smooth. polished. classical. lteral. figurative. colloquial. extravagant. euphemistic.
slangy. pompous. vague. harsh. coarse, awkward. unpolished. crude, vulgar, obscure, grotesque|

Svatax and Sentence Descriptors

Toose. periodic. balanced. parallel antithetical. inverted. long, short, euphonic, thythmical.
omate, mimefic (imitaive). jounalistic. un-unified. incoherent, rambling, awkward, jerky,
cacophonic, monotonously similar, jumbled. disorganized




NEUTRAL Tone Words
Synonyms
1. Indifferent
impersonal; emotionless
2. Confident
certain; assured
3. Unbelievable
amazing; dubious
4. Ironically

strangely; curiously
5. Wondrous
astonishment; amazement
6. Composed
calm; detached
7. Sincere

truthful; straightforward
8. Desirable

comfortable; alluring
9. Bizarre

fantastic; grotesque
10. Taciturn

reserved; subdued
11. Picturesque
detailed; unusual
12. Sublime

lofty; magnificent
13. Provocative
provoking; stimulating
14. Passionate
intense; amorous
15. Courageous
audacious; fearless
16. Exquisite

pleasing; delicate
17. Exotic

strange; intriguing
18. Satiric

mocking; bantering
19. Anxious

uncertain; apprehensive
20. Shocked

astonished; surprised
NEGATIVE Tone Words
Synonyms
1. Demoralizing
depressing; perverting
2. Indignant

enraged; furious
3. Melancholy
pensive; gloomy
4. Disgruntled
discontented; dissatisfied
5. Lugubrious
mournful; sorrowful
6. Disparaging
sarcastic; critical
7. Inflamed

irate; provoked
8. Haughty

arrogant; condescending


9. Menacing
threatening; ominous
10. Hostile

malevolent; bellicose
11. Enigmatic

puzzling; mysterious
12. Sinister

cunning; portentous
13. Bleak

desolate; lifeless
14. Condescending
arrogant; snobbish
15. Depressing
morbid; gruesome
16. Disconsolate
downcast; sorrowful
17. Morose

sullen; gloomy
18. Scathing

cutting; trenchant
19. Morbid

gruesome; macabre
20. Dismal

dull; barren
 HL Internal Assessment Criteria – Individual Oral Commentary & Discussion (15%)
	IOC & Discussion
	1 Mark – MI
	2 Marks – MI
	3 Marks – BA
	4 Marks – PR
	5 Marks – AD

	Criterion A: Knowledge and understanding of the poem

· How well is the student’s knowledge and understanding of the poem demonstrated by the interpretation? 
	· Limited knowledge & little or no understanding, with poor interpretation & virtually no relevant references to the poem
	· Superficial knowledge & some understanding, with limited interpretation occasionally supported by references to the poem
	· Adequate knowledge & understanding demonstrated by interpretation supported by appropriate references to the poem
	· Good knowledge & understanding demonstrated by careful interpretation supported by well-chosen references to the poem
	· Excellent knowledge & understanding, demonstrated by individual interpretation effectively supported by precise & well-chosen references to the poem 

	Criterion B: Appreciation of the writer’s choices

· To what extent does the student appreciate how the writer’s choices of language, structure, technique, and style shape meaning? 
	· Few references and no appreciation of the ways in which language, structure, technique, & style shape meaning in the poem. 
	· Some mention, but little appreciation of the ways in which language, structure, technique, & style shape meaning in the poem. 
	· Adequate appreciation of the ways in which language, structure, technique, & style shape meaning in the poem. 
	· Good appreciation of the ways in which language, structure, technique, & style shape meaning in the poem. 
	· Excellent appreciation of the ways in which language, structure, technique, & style shape meaning in the poem. 

	Criterion C: Organization and presentation of the commentary

· To what extent does the student deliver a structured, well-focused commentary?
	· Commentary shows little evidence of planning, with very limited structure &/or focus. 
	· Commentary shows some structure & focus. 
	· Commentary shows evidence of a planned structure & is generally focused. 
	· Commentary is clearly structured & the focus is sustained. 
	· Commentary is effectively structured, with a clear, purposeful, & sustained focus. 

	Criterion D: Knowledge and understanding of the work used in the discussion

· How much knowledge & understanding has the student shown of the work used in the discussion?
	· Little knowledge or understanding of the content of the work discussed. 
	· Some knowledge & superficial understanding of the content of the work discussed. 
	· Adequate knowledge & understanding of the content & some of the implications of the work discussed. 
	· Good knowledge & understanding of the content & most of the implications of the work discussed. 
	· Excellent knowledge & understanding of the content & the implications of the work discussed. 

	Criterion E: Response to the discussion questions

· How effectively does the student respond to the discussion questions? 
	· Limited ability to respond meaningfully to the discussion questions. 
	· Response to the discussion questions are sometimes relevant. 
	· Responses to the discussion questions are relevant and show some evidence of independent thought. 
	· Well-informed responses to the discussion questions show a good degree of independent thought. 
	· Persuasive & independent responses to the discussion questions. 

	 Criterion F: Use of language 

· How varied & accurate is the language?

· How appropriate is the choice of register, style, and terminology? (“Register” refers, in this context, to the student’s use of elements such as vocabulary, tone, sentence structure, & terminology appropriate to the commentary) 
	· Language is rarely clear & appropriate, with many errors in grammar & sentence construction & little sense of register & style.
	· Language is sometimes clear & appropriate; grammar & sentence construction are generally accurate, although errors & inconsistencies are apparent, register & style are to some extend appropriate. 
	· Language is mostly clear & appropriate, with an adequate degree of accuracy in grammar & sentence construction, the register & style are mostly appropriate. 
	· Language is clear & appropriate, with a good degree of accuracy in grammar & sentence construction; register & style are effective & appropriate. 
	· Language is very clear & entirely appropriate, with a high degree of accuracy in grammar & sentence construction; register & style are consistently effective & appropriate  


Essential Understanding: Writers of letters make certain choices, just as many other authors in literature do.  Letters share many similarities with other types of literature to portray themes about humanity.











Name: _________________________________    IOC Poem Title: _________________________   Discussion Title:_______________________     Block: ___ 








