Unit 1: Samuel Beckett’s Waiting for Godot IB Discussion Evidence Assessment 

In preparation for your IB IA discussion, review your annotations and practice work on the major Waiting for Godot topics listed in the chart below. 

Assessment Task:

You will receive three randomly-selected discussion questions based on the topics below. Write a detailed analysis response to each of the questions. You will not be allowed your texts or any notes on your IB assessments or mock assessments (evidence). Be prepared to provide specific examples from the play of each of the discussion topics as textual evidence. It is recommended that you also memorize very brief lines of your texts if they are extremely meaningful and will support your analysis of any aspect of the works.

Structure:

Follow the following structure in your responses to provide a thorough literary analysis. Plot summary and unsupported claims will score minimal marks.

1. Your first sentence should be a thesis of sorts: Author’s last name + Analytical verb + Claim about what author is trying to say/show
2. Provide context for an example

3. Provide a piece of specific textual evidence that supports your clam

4. Thoroughly explain how your example adds meaning to the text (think theme)
5. Repeat steps 2-4 until you have thoroughly supported your claim
Reminders:

· Questions will focus on big ideas, but answers should provide detailed and specific support. Do not just list examples. Instead, select one or two examples to explain in depth.

· Sample analytical verbs: builds, characterizes, contrasts, creates, depicts, develops, emphasizes, expresses, highlights, illustrates, implies, portrays, presents, reinforces, shows, suggest, underlines, etc.
· Analyze/comment on the author’s choices. What does Beckett do, where does he do it, and why does he do it? Directly name and explain the use of literary devices when applicable.

· Use correct spelling and grammar, as well as formal and academic vocabulary. It is best to use 3rd person and present tense when constructing a formal literary analysis.
Discussion Topics: 

	· Paired characters versus single characters

· Relationships/Friendship between characters

· Suffering  
· Dialogue (inaction) vs. action
· Significance of particular scene 
· Theatre of the Absurd
· Existentialism 

· Waiting
	· Play classified as a “tragicomedy”

· Time
· Role of memory in the play

· Setting

· Questioning

· Repetition

· Short lines

· Fragmented dialogue

· Mispronunciations

· Colloquial/informal/vulgar language
	· (Mis)Communication
· Contradictions

· Circular structure/two acts

· Symbolism 

· Freedom and confinement
· Mortality
· Choices

· Truth

· Religion
· Hope/Hopelessness 


Example Question) In regards to the tragicomedy, to what extent is Beckett emphasizing one over the other? Response) Beckett suggests that the characters’ situation is more tragic/comedic than comedic/tragic. He demonstrates this through…. 

HL Internal Assessment Criteria – Individual Oral Commentary & Discussion (15%)
	Internal Assessment Criteria
	· 1 Mark: MI
	· 2 Marks: MI
	· 3 Marks: BA
	· 4 Marks: PR
	· 5 Marks: AD



	Criterion D: Knowledge and understanding of the work used in the discussion

· How much knowledge & understanding has the student shown of the work used in the discussion?
	· Little knowledge or understanding of the content of the work discussed. 

-Responses are lacking in meaning, clarity, and/or not based on the text. 
	· Some knowledge & superficial understanding of the content of the work discussed. 

-Responses are lacking in meaning, clarity, and/or not based on text. 
	· Adequate knowledge & understanding of the content & some of the implications of the work discussed. 

-Responses are partially lacking in meaning, clarity, and/or not all based on the text. 
	· Good knowledge & understanding of the content & most of the implications of the work discussed. 

-Responses are mostly meaningful, clearly worded, and based on the text.
	· Excellent knowledge & understanding of the content & the implications of the work discussed. 

-Responses are meaningful; clearly and succinctly worded; and based on the text.

	Criterion E: Response to the discussion questions

· How effectively does the student respond to the discussion questions? 
	Limited ability to respond meaningfully to the discussion questions. 

-Does not provide example from the text and no analysis.

	Response to the discussion questions are sometimes relevant. 

-Sometimes provides a vague or general example with little to no analysis. 

	Responses to the discussion questions are relevant and show some evidence of independent thought. 

-Provides an example with some analysis for the questions.  
	Well-informed responses to the discussion questions show a good degree of independent thought. 

-Provides 1 or 2 specific examples with clear analysis for each question.
	Persuasive & independent responses to the discussion questions. 

-Provides 2 very specific examples with in-depth analysis for each question.  


Common Areas to Improve: What does Beckett do, where does he do it, and why does he do it?
· Author’s name (Beckett)

· Analytical verb (builds, characterizes, contrasts, creates, depicts, develops, emphasizes, expresses, highlights, illustrates, implies, portrays, presents, reinforces, shows, suggest, underlines, etc.) 

· Varied and specific examples (specific references to the text, names of characters, identifying scenes, etc.)

· Literary conventions (choices such as circular structure, setting, mood, characterization, punctuation, dialogue length, etc.)

· Thematic Analysis: So what? (Why does this matter? What conclusions can you draw? What does the author convey about human existence?)

· Avoid direct use of 1st person: “I think… I believe… In my opinion… For me personally…My thoughts…”

· Be assertive by stating Beckett + analytical verb
· Clarity and coherence (Student has re-read, reviewed, and edited their work as needed with attention towards a clear presentation of thoughts)



Name: ___________________________________    Discussion Title: __________________________Author:______________________     Block: ___ 








