Turn & Talk Cards: IB Discussion Preparation (A)

Your Name:_____________________________________________________

Partner’s Name:________________________________________________

Approaches to Learning
· Communication skills: Exchange thoughts, messages and information (written, spoken) effectively through appropriate interaction.
· Social Skills: Listen actively to other perspectives and ideas

Questions to…

1. Encourage Reflection about Audience/Purpose
Capote writes in his letter to Andrew Lyndon, “I miss you, little bird, it seems a century since we parted. I wish you would write me a 75 page letter” (93). What is significant about this?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Encourage Reflection on Organization 
Capote writes in his letter to Andrew Lyndon, “A doctor is coming in ten minutes… god, he’s here” (92). Capote then writes “(Later) Well, that wasn’t so bad, though I nearly fainted at the sight of the needle – like a tiger’s tooth it was, magnolia. You should have been there to hold my hand” (93).  In what ways does he organize his thoughts?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Encourage Reflection About Character Traits
In his letter to Cecil Beaton, Capote writes of his experiences in southern Spain, saying, “Suddenly everyone on the train began to scream and throw themselves on the floor…bullets flying through the air…one old man got hit in the head. Lovely country” (90). What does this reveal about Capote?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Encourage Reflection on the Author’s Stylistic Choices
What is one specific choice that Capote makes in his letters and why is it important? (Consider the opening of the letter, his use of similes, metaphors, hyperboles, imagery, characterization, etc.)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Encourage Reflection About Tone
To what extent does Capote convey a melancholy (pensive, gloomy) tone?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Turn & Talk Cards: IB Discussion Preparation (B)

Your Name:_____________________________________________________

Partner’s Name:________________________________________________

Approaches to Learning
· Communication skills: Exchange thoughts, messages and information (written, spoken) effectively through appropriate interaction.
· Social Skills: Listen actively to other perspectives and ideas

Questions to…

1. Encourage Reflection about Genre
In what ways are Capote’s letters similar or different to other forms of literature? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Encourage Reflection About Character Traits
In his letter to Robert Linscott, Capote writes, “Your letter was too brief a treat, but a treat all the same: there is only one excitement to my day, and that is when the postman comes” (80). What does this reveal about Capote? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.Encourage Reflection About Theme
How do the letters reflect the human condition? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Encourage Reflection on the Author’s diction
In his letter to Cecil Beaton, Capote writes, “It is an excellent day here, cool and the water crashing on the rocks and the sky classic in its clearness: just below me there is a quite beautiful Arab standing stark nude on a rock” (91). To what extent is Capote’s diction (word choice) poetic? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Encourage Reflection About Tone
Capote writes in his letter to Andrew Lyndon that he is “mad for Africa; life [there] is quite my cup of tea. I don’t think Jack is so crazy about it; he says it is no fun to live in a place where you are frightened to walk in the streets alone. All the shadiest people are gathered here because it is an international city. The most extraordinary people. It’s the most exciting place I’ve ever been” (92). To what extent does Capote convey a convivial (lively, jolly) tone? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IB Discussion Evaluation & Critique

Consider what your partner shared with you during the discussion, and review any of the notes you took about his/her responses provided during the discussion. Consider the rubric below and grade them based on the descriptors. 

Criterion D: Knowledge and understanding of the work used in the discussion

· How much knowledge & understanding has the student shown of the work used in the discussion?

	Marks
	Level Descriptor

	1
	· Little knowledge or understanding of the content of the work discussed.

	2 
	· Some knowledge & superficial understanding of the content of the work discussed. 

	3
	· Adequate knowledge & understanding of the content & some of the implications of the work discussed.

	4
	· Good knowledge & understanding of the content & most of the implications of the work discussed.

	5
	· Excellent knowledge & understanding of the content & the implications of the work discussed.


Criterion E: Response to the discussion questions

· How effectively does the student respond to the discussion questions?

	Marks
	Level Descriptor

	1
	· Limited ability to respond meaningfully to the discussion questions.

	2 
	· Response to the discussion questions are sometimes relevant.

	3
	· Responses to the discussion questions are relevant and show some evidence of independent thought.

	4
	· Well-informed responses to the discussion questions show a good degree of independent thought.

	5
	· Persuasive & independent responses to the discussion questions.


Did your partner include the following while speaking?

· Author’s last name (Capote)

· Analytical verbs (suggests, conveys, highlights, develops, draws attention to, demonstrates, reinforces, presents, etc)

· Writer’s choices (such as diction, tone, characterization, punctuation, organization, theme, etc)
· Relevant details and examples from the text

· Formal, academic language when speaking 
Additional Comments:

IB Discussion Evaluation & Critique

Consider what your partner shared with you during the discussion, and review any of the notes you took about his/her responses provided during the discussion. Consider the rubric below and grade them based on the descriptors. 

Criterion D: Knowledge and understanding of the work used in the discussion

· How much knowledge & understanding has the student shown of the work used in the discussion?

	Marks
	Level Descriptor

	1
	· Little knowledge or understanding of the content of the work discussed.

	2 
	· Some knowledge & superficial understanding of the content of the work discussed. 

	3
	· Adequate knowledge & understanding of the content & some of the implications of the work discussed.

	4
	· Good knowledge & understanding of the content & most of the implications of the work discussed.

	5
	· Excellent knowledge & understanding of the content & the implications of the work discussed.


Criterion E: Response to the discussion questions

· How effectively does the student respond to the discussion questions?

	Marks
	Level Descriptor

	1
	· Limited ability to respond meaningfully to the discussion questions.

	2 
	· Response to the discussion questions are sometimes relevant.

	3
	· Responses to the discussion questions are relevant and show some evidence of independent thought.

	4
	· Well-informed responses to the discussion questions show a good degree of independent thought.

	5
	· Persuasive & independent responses to the discussion questions.


Did your partner include the following while speaking?

· Author’s last name (Capote)

· Analytical verbs (suggests, conveys, highlights, develops, draws attention to, demonstrates, reinforces, presents, etc)

· Writer’s choices (such as diction, tone, characterization, punctuation, organization, theme, etc)
· Relevant details and examples from the text

· Formal, academic language when speaking 
Additional Comments:

Turn & Talk Cards: IB Discussion Preparation (A)

Your Name:_____________________________________________________

Partner’s Name:________________________________________________

Approaches to Learning
· Communication skills: Exchange thoughts, messages and information (written, spoken) effectively through appropriate interaction.
· Social Skills: Listen actively to other perspectives and ideas

Questions to…

1. Encourage Reflection about Audience/Purpose
Capote writes in his letter to Andrew Lyndon, “I miss you, little bird, it seems a century since we parted. I wish you would write me a 75 page letter” (93). What is significant about this?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Encourage Reflection on Organization 
Capote writes in his letter to Andrew Lyndon, “A doctor is coming in ten minutes… god, he’s here” (92). Capote then writes “(Later) Well, that wasn’t so bad, though I nearly fainted at the sight of the needle – like a tiger’s tooth it was, magnolia. You should have been there to hold my hand” (93).  In what ways does he organize his thoughts?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Encourage Reflection About Character Traits

In his letter to Cecil Beaton, Capote writes of his experiences in southern Spain, saying, “Suddenly everyone on the train began to scream and throw themselves on the floor…bullets flying through the air…one old man got hit in the head. Lovely country” (90). What does this reveal about Capote?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Encourage Reflection on the Author’s Stylistic Choices
What is one specific choice that Capote makes in his letters and why is it important? (Consider the opening of the letter, his use of similes, metaphors, hyperboles, imagery, characterization, etc.)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Encourage Reflection About Tone

To what extent does Capote convey a melancholy (pensive, gloomy) tone?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Turn & Talk Cards: IB Discussion Preparation (A)

Your Name:_____________________________________________________

Partner’s Name:________________________________________________

Approaches to Learning
· Communication skills: Exchange thoughts, messages and information (written, spoken) effectively through appropriate interaction.
· Social Skills: Listen actively to other perspectives and ideas

Questions to…

1. Encourage Reflection about Audience/Purpose
Capote writes in his letter to Andrew Lyndon, “I miss you, little bird, it seems a century since we parted. I wish you would write me a 75 page letter” (93). What is significant about this?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Encourage Reflection on Organization 
Capote writes in his letter to Andrew Lyndon, “A doctor is coming in ten minutes… god, he’s here” (92). Capote then writes “(Later) Well, that wasn’t so bad, though I nearly fainted at the sight of the needle – like a tiger’s tooth it was, magnolia. You should have been there to hold my hand” (93).  In what ways does he organize his thoughts?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Encourage Reflection About Character Traits

In his letter to Cecil Beaton, Capote writes of his experiences in southern Spain, saying, “Suddenly everyone on the train began to scream and throw themselves on the floor…bullets flying through the air…one old man got hit in the head. Lovely country” (90). What does this reveal about Capote?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Encourage Reflection on the Author’s Stylistic Choices
What is one specific choice that Capote makes in his letters and why is it important? (Consider the opening of the letter, his use of similes, metaphors, hyperboles, imagery, characterization, etc.)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Encourage Reflection About Tone

To what extent does Capote convey a melancholy (pensive, gloomy) tone?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Turn & Talk Cards: IB Discussion Preparation (B)

Your Name:_____________________________________________________

Partner’s Name:________________________________________________

Approaches to Learning
· Communication skills: Exchange thoughts, messages and information (written, spoken) effectively through appropriate interaction.
· Social Skills: Listen actively to other perspectives and ideas

Questions to…

1. Encourage Reflection about Genre
In what ways are Capote’s letters similar or different to other forms of literature? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Encourage Reflection About Character Traits
In his letter to Robert Linscott, Capote writes, “Your letter was too brief a treat, but a treat all the same: there is only one excitement to my day, and that is when the postman comes” (80). What does this reveal about Capote? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.Encourage Reflection About Theme

How do the letters reflect the human condition? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Encourage Reflection on the Author’s diction
In his letter to Cecil Beaton, Capote writes, “It is an excellent day here, cool and the water crashing on the rocks and the sky classic in its clearness: just below me there is a quite beautiful Arab standing stark nude on a rock” (91). To what extent is Capote’s diction (word choice) poetic? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Encourage Reflection About Tone

Capote writes in his letter to Andrew Lyndon that he is “mad for Africa; life [there] is quite my cup of tea. I don’t think Jack is so crazy about it; he says it is no fun to live in a place where you are frightened to walk in the streets alone. All the shadiest people are gathered here because it is an international city. The most extraordinary people. It’s the most exciting place I’ve ever been” (92). To what extent does Capote convey a convivial (lively, jolly) tone? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Turn & Talk Cards: IB Discussion Preparation (B)

Your Name:_____________________________________________________

Partner’s Name:________________________________________________

Approaches to Learning
· Communication skills: Exchange thoughts, messages and information (written, spoken) effectively through appropriate interaction.
· Social Skills: Listen actively to other perspectives and ideas

Questions to…

1. Encourage Reflection about Genre
In what ways are Capote’s letters similar or different to other forms of literature? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Encourage Reflection About Character Traits
In his letter to Robert Linscott, Capote writes, “Your letter was too brief a treat, but a treat all the same: there is only one excitement to my day, and that is when the postman comes” (80). What does this reveal about Capote? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.Encourage Reflection About Theme

How do the letters reflect the human condition? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Encourage Reflection on the Author’s diction
In his letter to Cecil Beaton, Capote writes, “It is an excellent day here, cool and the water crashing on the rocks and the sky classic in its clearness: just below me there is a quite beautiful Arab standing stark nude on a rock” (91). To what extent is Capote’s diction (word choice) poetic? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Encourage Reflection About Tone

Capote writes in his letter to Andrew Lyndon that he is “mad for Africa; life [there] is quite my cup of tea. I don’t think Jack is so crazy about it; he says it is no fun to live in a place where you are frightened to walk in the streets alone. All the shadiest people are gathered here because it is an international city. The most extraordinary people. It’s the most exciting place I’ve ever been” (92). To what extent does Capote convey a convivial (lively, jolly) tone? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
