Turn & Talk Cards: IB Discussion Preparation (A)

Your Name:_____________________________________________________

Partner’s Name:________________________________________________

Approaches to Learning

· Communication skills: Exchange thoughts, messages and information (written, spoken, and visual texts) effectively through appropriate interaction.

· Social Skills: Listen actively to other perspectives and ideas

Questions to…

1. Encourage Reflection about Compare/Contrast

To what extent is this text similar or different to other texts you’ve encountered? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Encourage Reflection About the Plot

What is one significant conflict in the text? (Internal or external? Self, society, nature, other?)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Encourage Reflection on the Characters

What qualities most stand out about the characters? How would you describe them? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Encourage Reflection About Setting

How is the setting or location important to the text? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Encourage Reflection About the Thematic Topics
What thematic topics are emerging from Capote’s letters? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Encourage Reflection on the Author’s Stylistic Choices
What is one specific choice that Capote makes in the letters? Literary conventions (simile, metaphor, hyperbole, sentence structure, punctuation, conflict, tone, organization, imagery, symbolism, diction, etc)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Turn & Talk Cards: IB Discussion Preparation (A)

Your Name:_____________________________________________________

Partner’s Name:________________________________________________

Approaches to Learning

· Communication skills: Exchange thoughts, messages and information (written, spoken, and visual texts) effectively through appropriate interaction.

· Social Skills: Listen actively to other perspectives and ideas

Questions to…

1. Encourage Reflection about Compare/Contrast

To what extent is this text similar or different to other texts you’ve encountered? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Encourage Reflection About the Plot

What is one significant conflict in the text? (Internal or external? Self, society, nature, other?)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Encourage Reflection on the Characters

What qualities most stand out about the characters? How would you describe them? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Encourage Reflection About Setting

How is the setting or location important to the text? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Encourage Reflection About the Thematic Topics
What thematic topics are emerging from Capote’s letters? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Encourage Reflection on the Author’s Stylistic Choices
What is one specific choice that Capote makes in the letters? Literary conventions (simile, metaphor, hyperbole, sentence structure, punctuation, conflict, tone, organization, imagery, symbolism, diction, etc)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
IB Discussion Evaluation & Critique

Consider what your partner shared with you during the discussion, and review any of the notes you took about his/her responses provided during the discussion. Consider the rubric below and grade them based on the descriptors. 

Criterion D: Knowledge and understanding of the work used in the discussion

· How much knowledge & understanding has the student shown of the work used in the discussion?

	Marks
	Level Descriptor

	1
	· Little knowledge or understanding of the content of the work discussed.

	2 
	· Some knowledge & superficial understanding of the content of the work discussed. 

	3
	· Adequate knowledge & understanding of the content & some of the implications of the work discussed.

	4
	· Good knowledge & understanding of the content & most of the implications of the work discussed.

	5
	· Excellent knowledge & understanding of the content & the implications of the work discussed.


Criterion E: Response to the discussion questions

· How effectively does the student respond to the discussion questions?

	Marks
	Level Descriptor

	1
	· Limited ability to respond meaningfully to the discussion questions.

	2 
	· Response to the discussion questions are sometimes relevant.

	3
	· Responses to the discussion questions are relevant and show some evidence of independent thought.

	4
	· Well-informed responses to the discussion questions show a good degree of independent thought.

	5
	· Persuasive & independent responses to the discussion questions.


Did your partner include the following while speaking?

· Author’s last name (Capote) 
· Analytical verbs (suggests, conveys, highlights, develops, draws attention to, demonstrates, reinforces, presents, etc)

· Literary conventions (simile, metaphor, hyperbole, sentence structure, punctuation, conflict, tone, organization, imagery, symbolism, diction, etc)
· Relevant details and examples from the text

· Formal, academic language when speaking 
Additional Comments:
IB Discussion Evaluation & Critique

Consider what your partner shared with you during the discussion, and review any of the notes you took about his/her responses provided during the discussion. Consider the rubric below and grade them based on the descriptors. 

Criterion D: Knowledge and understanding of the work used in the discussion

· How much knowledge & understanding has the student shown of the work used in the discussion?

	Marks
	Level Descriptor

	1
	· Little knowledge or understanding of the content of the work discussed.

	2 
	· Some knowledge & superficial understanding of the content of the work discussed. 

	3
	· Adequate knowledge & understanding of the content & some of the implications of the work discussed.

	4
	· Good knowledge & understanding of the content & most of the implications of the work discussed.

	5
	· Excellent knowledge & understanding of the content & the implications of the work discussed.


Criterion E: Response to the discussion questions

· How effectively does the student respond to the discussion questions?

	Marks
	Level Descriptor

	1
	· Limited ability to respond meaningfully to the discussion questions.

	2 
	· Response to the discussion questions are sometimes relevant.

	3
	· Responses to the discussion questions are relevant and show some evidence of independent thought.

	4
	· Well-informed responses to the discussion questions show a good degree of independent thought.

	5
	· Persuasive & independent responses to the discussion questions.


Did your partner include the following while speaking?

· Author’s last name (Capote)

· Analytical verbs (suggests, conveys, highlights, develops, draws attention to, demonstrates, reinforces, presents, etc)

· Literary conventions (simile, metaphor, hyperbole, sentence structure, punctuation, conflict, tone, organization, imagery, symbolism, diction, etc)

· Relevant details and examples from the text

· Formal, academic language when speaking 

Additional Comments:
Turn & Talk Cards: IB Discussion Preparation (B)

Your Name:_____________________________________________________

Partner’s Name:________________________________________________

Approaches to Learning

· Communication skills: Exchange thoughts, messages and information (written, spoken, and visual texts) effectively through appropriate interaction.

· Social Skills: Listen actively to other perspectives and ideas

Questions to…

1. Encourage Reflection about Audience/Purpose
Capote writes in his letter to Andrew Lyndon, “I miss you, little bird, it seems a century since we parted. I wish you would write me a 75 page letter” (93). What does this reveal? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Encourage Reflection About Structure/Organization
Capote writes in his letter to Andrew Lyndon, “A doctor is coming in ten minutes… god, he’s here” (92). Then goes on to later write, “Well, that wasn’t so bad, though I nearly fainted at the sight of the needle – like a tiger’s tooth it was, magnolia. You should have been there to hold my hand” (93). In what ways does he organize his thoughts in the letter? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Encourage Reflection on the Characters

To what extent does Capote express his love of reading and writing? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Encourage Reflection of Author’s Stylistic Choices
Are there any consistent patterns in his letters related to his style of writing? Does he consistently use a certain punctuation or literary device? (Consider the opening or greeting in his letters, similes, metaphors, imagery, hyperboles, characterization, exclamation points, underlining words, etc)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Encourage Reflection About Tone
To what extent does Capote convey a melancholy (pensive, gloomy) tone? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Encourage Reflection on the Editor
Why do you think the editor, Gerald Clarke, used part of what Capote said in his letters in the title of this book, Too Brief a Treat: The Letters of Truman Capote?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Turn & Talk Cards: IB Discussion Preparation (C)

Your Name:_____________________________________________________

Partner’s Name:________________________________________________

Approaches to Learning

· Communication skills: Exchange thoughts, messages and information (written, spoken, and visual texts) effectively through appropriate interaction.

· Social Skills: Listen actively to other perspectives and ideas

Questions to…

1. Encourage Reflection about the Editor
Why does the editor, Gerald Clarke, choose to leave certain errors in the letters, such as “Except for the customary anxietys [sic]”? (80). *Anxieties is the correct spelling.  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Encourage Reflection About Stylistic Choices
How does Capote’s use of “P.S.” reveal more about his character? P.S. stands for “Post Script” which means it was added on after the end of the letter. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Encourage Reflection on the Characters

In his letter to Cecil Beaton, Capote writes of his experience sin southern Spain, saying, “Suddenly everyone on the train began to scream and throw themselves on the floor…bullets flying through the air… one old man got hit in the head. Lovely country” (90). What does this demonstrate? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Encourage Reflection About Writing Techniques
How would you describe Capote’s writing style? Is it precise, concise, rhythmical, literal, figurative, vague? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Encourage Reflection About the Theme

What message do you take away about people or life from reading these letters? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Encourage Reflection on Tone
To what extent is Capote’s tone sarcastic or critical? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

