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TRAGEDY:

COMEDY:

Purpose and Effect

1) Emphasizes human suffering

2) Ends with rigid finality

3) Moves with solemaity and foreboding

4) Emotional Response (pity and fear)

5) Identification with the hero

6) Laments man's fate

7) Criticizes hubris, self-delusion, and complacency

8) Offers some hope (man can learn), but stresses
limitations of the human condition

1) Emphasizes renewal of human nature

2) Moves from rigidity to freedom

3) Plays with prevailing high spirits

4) Intellectual response (ridicule and absurdity)

5) Scom/approval of protagonist/others

6) Celebrates life

7) Criticizes folly, self-delusion, and complacency

) Suggests cynicism (man a fool), but offers hope of
renewal.

Tragic Hero versus Comic Protagonist

1) Hero recognizes great mistalke, but too late to change
it

2) Hero demonstrates a personal flaw or error in

perception
3) Hero frequently hubristic
4) Hero isolated from community in individuality

5) Hero exercises free will

6) Hero suffers termible downfall

7) Hero fails through esror

8) Hero aspires to more than he can achieve

9) Hero is larger than life, considerably above the
audience in status or responsibility

1) "Hero" awakens to better natuse after folly exposed.
2) "Hero" undergoes improbable improvement

3) "Hero" frequently intolerant or prudish

4) "Hero" finds selfhood by joining flow of society and
community, rejecting individuality

5) "Hero" is a comic mechanism

6) "Hero" loses and recovers his equilibrivm

7) "Hero" triumphs by luck, wit, acceptance

8) "Hero" pretends to be more than he is.

9) "Hero" is just like everyone else, or might even
be an anti-hero or buffoon.

Tragic Struggle versus Comic Struggle

1) Serious and painful struggle

2) Life and societal noms at odds

3) Struggle against unchangeable

4) Struggle dominated by Fate or necessity

5) Discovery of true nature leads to hero's isolation

6) Struggle against predictable and inevitable
7) Struggle between man and destiny. or between
‘man and social forces beyond man's control

1) Less serious and painful struggle

2) Norms valid and necessary

3) Struggle against movable

4) Struggle dominated by Fortune (chance)

5) Discovery of true nature leads to hero's conformity
with group norms.

6) Struggle against coincidence (unpredictable)

7) Struggle between individual and group or between
‘oroups (e.g.. men and women)



[image: image4.jpg]VENN DIAGRAM

Different Same  Different




Describe one characteristic that is emphasized most often in the play:
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