INDEPENDENT Review and Revise Checklist
Thesis Statement Criteria Checklist: 

· Author’s last name
· “Capitalized Title” of the story in quotation marks 

· Analytical verb: suggests, conveys, portrays, demonstrates, highlights, emphasizes, shows, reveals, asserts, presents, illustrates, implies etc.
· A specific literary choice/device/convention the author made in the story

· Including but not limited to: conflict, point of view, tone, punctuation, structure, suspense, imagery, setting, personification, mood, foreshadowing, climax, resolution, characterization, etc. (anything the author chooses to do for a specific reason) 

· Thematic Statement: Identify a topic and state in a complete thought what the author is saying about that topic! 
· A thematic statement is

· An observation about people, life, humanity

· Original, thoughtful statement you come up with on your own

· General, about reality: it translates the characters and plot into generalizations such as “people” or “parents” or “friends” or “one” 

· Reasonable: it uses terms like “sometimes” or “often” to reflect a more realistic view of the variety in life

· A thematic statement is not

· A moral or command: it doesn’t tell us how to behave by using words like “should” or by commanding us on what to do

· A common saying: it isn’t a cliché or phrase you hear all the time such as “Actions speak louder than words” or “Love is like a roller coaster”

· Specific to the text: it doesn’t refer to the specific characters or plot in the text.

· Examples:

· Thematic Topic: Love

· Love, if taken to extremes, can be negative rather than positive.
· Love can sometimes conquer even the greatest evil.
· Thematic Topic: Friendship

· One’s loyalty to a friend can negatively impact one’s choices.

· Loyalty to friends reinforces strong bonds and supports one’s mental stability. 

· Avoid 
· Avoid saying “I think” or “I believe” or “my” or “me” or “you” 
Body Paragraph Criteria Checklist:

A. Topic Sentence

· Author’s last name + analytical verb

· Theme (in different words) 
· Specific literary device related to the textual evidence you will be providing in letter C

B. Context
· Provide one to two sentences that summarize what is happening when the textual evidence is given in the story; Who? What? When? Where? 

C. Textual Evidence
· Author’s last name writes, “Detail exactly as it is written in the text goes here” (Author Page).
D. Analysis

· Specific words and phrases from the textual evidence have been quoted and closely analyzed; explain what words and phrases imply; why did the author write that exactly? 
· Multiple in-depth sentences that explain how and why the author made a specific choice
· Make sure to state how it develops or contributes to the theme of the text
· Avoid

· “I think” or “I believe” or “me” or “my” or “you”

· Any version of “It helps the readers see what is happening in the story”, “It paints a picture for the reader”, “Helps the story move along”, “It helps us connect to the characters” “While I was reading” or “I noticed that” or “When I first read it” or “One sentence I found was…”

· “Everyone interprets things differently, but my opinion is”

· “This is such an amazing story…”

E. Concluding Sentence 
· Author + analytical verb + theme (consider using synonyms so you are not repeating exactly word for word what is in your topic sentence or thesis – even though it should still be very similar!)
PEER Review and Revise Checklist
Thesis Statement Criteria Checklist: 

· Author’s last name
· “Capitalized Title” of the story in quotation marks 

· Analytical verb: suggests, conveys, portrays, demonstrates, highlights, emphasizes, shows, reveals, asserts, presents, illustrates, implies etc.
· A specific literary choice/device/convention the author made in the story

· Including but not limited to: conflict, point of view, tone, punctuation, structure, suspense, imagery, setting, personification, mood, foreshadowing, climax, resolution, characterization, etc. (anything the author chooses to do for a specific reason) 

· Thematic Statement: Identify a topic and state in a complete thought what the author is saying about that topic! 
· A thematic statement is

· An observation about people, life, humanity

· Original, thoughtful statement you come up with on your own

· General, about reality: it translates the characters and plot into generalizations such as “people” or “parents” or “friends” or “one” 

· Reasonable: it uses terms like “sometimes” or “often” to reflect a more realistic view of the variety in life

· A thematic statement is not

· A moral or command: it doesn’t tell us how to behave by using words like “should” or by commanding us on what to do

· A common saying: it isn’t a cliché or phrase you hear all the time such as “Actions speak louder than words” or “Love is like a roller coaster”

· Specific to the text: it doesn’t refer to the specific characters or plot in the text.

· Examples:

· Thematic Topic: Love

· Love, if taken to extremes, can be negative rather than positive.
· Love can sometimes conquer even the greatest evil.
· Thematic Topic: Friendship

· One’s loyalty to a friend can negatively impact one’s choices.

· Loyalty to friends reinforces strong bonds and supports one’s mental stability. 

· Avoid 
· Avoid saying “I think” or “I believe” or “my” or “me” or “you” 
Body Paragraph Criteria Checklist:

A. Topic Sentence

· Author’s last name + analytical verb

· Theme (in different words) 
· Specific literary device related to the textual evidence you will be providing in letter C

B. Context
a. Provide one to two sentences that summarize what is happening when the textual evidence is given in the story; Who? What? When? Where? 

C. Textual Evidence
a. Author’s last name writes, “Detail exactly as it is written in the text goes here” (Author Page).
D. Analysis

· Specific words and phrases from the textual evidence have been quoted and closely analyzed; explain what words and phrases imply; why did the author write that exactly? 
· Multiple in-depth sentences that explain how and why the author made a specific choice
· Make sure to state how it develops or contributes to the theme of the text
· Avoid

· “I think” or “I believe” or “me” or “my” or “you”

· Any version of “It helps the readers see what is happening in the story”, “It paints a picture for the reader”, “Helps the story move along”, “It helps us connect to the characters” “While I was reading” or “I noticed that” or “When I first read it” or “One sentence I found was…”

· “Everyone interprets things differently, but my opinion is”

· “This is such an amazing story…”

E. Concluding Sentence 
· Author + analytical verb + theme (consider using synonyms so you are not repeating exactly word for word what is in your topic sentence or thesis – even though it should still be very similar!)
Sample Thesis Statement:

· In “The Flowers”, Walker uses symbolism and resolution to highlight how encountering a tragic death can often cause a loss of innocence.
Sample Body Paragraph:

One way Walker develops a loss of innocence is with the symbol of snakes. Near the beginning of the story when Myop is starting her adventure, Walker writes, “Today she made her own path, bouncing this way and that way, vaguely keeping an eye out for snakes” (2). “Snakes” symbolize danger because they are poisonous and pose a threat; Myop “vaguely keeping an eye out” for them shows her carefree and somewhat invincible youth. To barely be on watch for a snake does little good because there is a high risk they will go unnoticed. Her belief in the world around her is that it is not menacing. Additionally, Walker writes of Myop “bouncing” which highlights the carefree qualities of a child. To bounce is to move freely and lightly and usually associated with delight. She is enjoying one of her many pleasurable summer days with no responsibilities as she has no direction moving “this way and that way”. Her actions and lack of concern for snakes symbolize that she has not been exposed to the problematic elements that adults face. The snakes are ultimately symbolic of the sudden disruption of her peaceful and uncomplicated childhood that is about to occur. Walker emphasizes “she made her own path” to suggest a shift from innocence to adulthood. Her new path is one that cannot return to the pure and beautiful youthfulness she once had; instead, it has been symbolically poisoned by encountering a gruesome death.   

