Writer’s Name:__________________________________________________________ Block: ___
Independent Review and Revise Literary Analysis Checklist

· Analysis is the practice of looking closely at small parts to see how they affect the whole.
· Literary analysis focuses on how authors make specific literary choices to create meaning. 
Thesis Statement (in response to the question) Criteria Checklist: 

· Author’s name and Title should be italicized if typed, or underlined if handwritten 
· Strong analytical verb: suggests, conveys, portrays, demonstrates, highlights, emphasizes, shows, reveals, asserts, presents, illustrates, implies, etc.
· Theme/Central Idea: Identify a topic and what the author is saying about that topic! 
· For example, if love is a topic, one theme an author could convey is “Love, if taken to extremes, can be negative rather than positive,” while another author may express the theme as “Love can conquer even the greatest evil.” Notice that the topic is the same, but the theme about that topic is different for different texts. 

· Avoid stating a fact or definition that’s obvious or only about the characters such as “The author reveals how bored the characters are” or “The author shows how sad their lives are” or “The author helps paint a picture in the readers mind”. Focus on PEOPLE/HUMANITY 
· Avoid saying “I think” or “I believe” or “my” or “me” or “you” 
Body Paragraph Criteria Checklist:

A. Topic Sentence

· Author’s last name + analytical verb

· State the theme (do not repeat the thesis statement exactly; consider synonyms or a variation in sentence structure) 
· A specific literary convention/choice the author made in the text, including but not limited to: conflict, imagery, punctuation, setting, personification, structure, mood, climax, dialogue, resolution, characterization, etc. (anything the author chooses to do for a specific reason) 

B. Context
· Provide one to two sentences that summarize what is happening when the textual evidence is given in the text; Who? What? When? Where? 

C. Textual Evidence



· Character says,   “Detail exactly as it is written in the text goes here” (Author Page). 

D. Analysis

· Focus on the author’s choice (literary device)

· Closely analyze word choice and how it conveys THEME 
· Multiple in-depth sentences that explain how and why the author made a specific choice 

· Avoid

· “I think” or “I believe” or “me” or “my” or “you”

· Any version of “It helps the readers see what is happening in the story”, “It paints a picture for the reader”, “Helps the story move along”, “It helps us connect to the characters”

· “Sort of” or “kind of” or “it’s like”

· “While I was reading” or “I noticed that” or “When I first read it” or “One sentence I found was…”

· “Everyone interprets things differently, but my opinion is” or “This is such an amazing story…”

E. Conclusion 

· Author + analytical verb + theme (consider using synonyms so you are not repeating exactly word for word what is in your topic sentence or thesis – even though it should still be very similar
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Peer Review Literary Analysis Checklist
Thesis Statement (in response to the question) Criteria Checklist: 

· Author’s name and Title should be italicized if typed, or underlined if handwritten 
· Strong analytical verb: suggests, conveys, portrays, demonstrates, highlights, emphasizes, shows, reveals, asserts, presents, illustrates, implies, etc.
· Theme/Central Idea: Identify a topic and what the author is saying about that topic! 
· For example, if love is a topic, one theme an author could convey is “Love, if taken to extremes, can be negative rather than positive,” while another author may express the theme as “Love can conquer even the greatest evil.” Notice that the topic is the same, but the theme about that topic is different for different texts. 

· Avoid stating a fact or definition that’s obvious or only about the characters such as “The author reveals how bored the characters are” or “The author shows how sad their lives are” or “The author helps paint a picture in the readers mind”. Focus on PEOPLE/HUMANITY 
· Avoid saying “I think” or “I believe” or “my” or “me” or “you” 
Body Paragraph Criteria Checklist:

F. Topic Sentence

· Author’s last name + analytical verb

· State the theme (do not repeat the thesis statement exactly; consider synonyms or a variation in sentence structure) 
· A specific literary convention/choice the author made in the text, including but not limited to: conflict, imagery, punctuation, setting, personification, structure, mood, climax, dialogue, resolution, characterization, etc. (anything the author chooses to do for a specific reason) 

G. Context
· Provide one to two sentences that summarize what is happening when the textual evidence is given in the text; Who? What? When? Where? 

H. Textual Evidence



· Character says,   “Detail exactly as it is written in the text goes here” (Author Page). 

I. Analysis

· Focus on the author’s choice (literary device)

· Closely analyze word choice and how it conveys THEME 
· Multiple in-depth sentences that explain how and why the author made a specific choice 

· Avoid

· “I think” or “I believe” or “me” or “my” or “you”

· Any version of “It helps the readers see what is happening in the story”, “It paints a picture for the reader”, “Helps the story move along”, “It helps us connect to the characters”

· “Sort of” or “kind of” or “it’s like”

· “While I was reading” or “I noticed that” or “When I first read it” or “One sentence I found was…”

· “Everyone interprets things differently, but my opinion is” or “This is such an amazing story…”

J. Conclusion 

· Author + analytical verb + theme (consider using synonyms so you are not repeating exactly word for word what is in your topic sentence or thesis – even though it should still be very similar
No comma for in-text citation!


No “P.” or “Pg.” for page number!! 
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Alternative approach:


Author writes,   





The sentence ENDS after the in-text citation. Period goes at the END! 
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