Swamplandia IB Criteria 

An adequate to good literary commentary will: 

· show an overall understanding of the situation (an understanding of the narrator’s mother as Swamplandia!’s star performer) 

· explore the relationship between the children and their mother 

· consider how the narrative creates mood/s in the passage 

· note and explore the effects of examples of imagery and diction. 

A very good to excellent literary commentary may also: 

· explore more subtle aspects of the role of performance (performer and audience) 

· appreciate the complexity of the family relationships 

· consider the role that tension plays in the narrative 

· further explore the richness of the imagery and diction (inventive language, conflicting descriptions ie, the contrast between the elevated and kitsch, the use of direct speech etc). 

