Thesis: In Shakespeare’s “Sonnet 130”, he reveals that women are worthy of love despite not aligning to society’s unrealistic standards of beauty. 

Paragraph 1: One way Shakespeare highlights how a female is valued regardless of her looks is through the use of a simile. 

The poem begins with the opposite of a compliment and boldly declares a seemingly less than stunning description of a woman. 

He writes, “My mistress’ eyes are nothing like the sun” (Shakespeare 1). 

The comparison made between the woman’s eyes and being “nothing like the sun” implies that she does not appear bright, shiny, or convey a sense of warmth. The sun is a glowing and radiant star, so her eyes may in fact be dull. For Shakespeare to describe the woman as not similar in any way to the sun shows that her eyes are likely unnoticeable or without exceptional physical qualities, but that the speaker of the poem is still proud to be with her as he refers to her as “my mistress”. His use of “my” reveals the close relationship he has with her and that he is not afraid to be associated with someone who has a natural appearance that isn’t embellished; in fact, it emphasizes that he is proud to call this woman his lover and appreciates her ordinary look. 

The simile focuses on someone with average features and challenges the view that what is visible on a woman must be extraordinary to be desired.

Paragraph 2: In addition to Shakespeare’s use of a simile, he also uses a metaphor about the woman’s hair to assert that there is little concern for appearance. 

After the speaker has explained several ways the woman is not like typical beautiful things, he continues with a comparison of her hair which is not described as the commonly soft or shiny tresses. 

The speaker states, “If hairs be wires, black wires grow on her head” (Shakespeare 4). 

The comparison of “hairs” to “wires” suggests the traits of being metal, which is often cold and mechanical. This is not a desirable description, however, the speaker does say the wires “grow” which implies natural qualities. Natural qualities are part of the person’s authentic character and the speaker appreciates her for who she is, not some altered version of herself. Moreover, the speaker does not show disappointment with the woman’s hair, but rather a matter of fact statement recognizing the reality that her hair may be a hard material, but it doesn’t affect his love for her. 

The metaphor for these naturally occurring hairs highlights a much more realistic view of women’s appearance. 

