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One’s Darker Side Revealed: Revenge and its Evil in Poe’s “The Cask of Amontillado”
To the eyes of numerous, revenge is but a harmless craze, however, truth be told, it can easily turn into a life threatening situation if taken too far. Revenge is driven by a person’s deep, dark flame of rage, which is rarely revealed by most individuals. Nonetheless, sometimes that dark flame get outs of hand and ends up consuming the person, thus making revenge a dangerous desire, for the person can no longer control one’s self. In “The Cask of Amontillado,” Montresor experiences this dark desire for revenge towards his so called “friend” Fortunato creating an eerie like mood, especially through anger or rage, descriptions of scenery, and conversation between the two. In “The Cask of Amontillado,” Edgar Alan Poe uses mood to create to an eerie, disturbing feeling which helps to show how a person’s desire for revenge can reveal a darker, disturbing side of their personality.


One way Poe uses mood to create an eerie, disturbing feeling to show how revenge can reveal a person’s darker side is through Montesor’s anger or rage. Montresor feels anger towards his “friend” Fortunato. This has caused him to have an irresistible desire for revenge towards him. Montresor explains, “The thousand injuries of Fortunato I had borne as I best could, but when he ventured upon insult I vowed revenge” (Poe 7). The explanation Montresor provides in his defense for his reasoning behind his desire for revenge on Fortunato shows that he has endured much pain. This tremendous pain has caused him to feel rage towards Fortunato, creating an eerie, disturbing mood and exhibiting his dastardly side of him, for he did not promise revenge, but “vowed” it. Through Poe’s use of an eerie mood and a person’s anger, he shows how a person’s desire for revenge causes them to show their darker side.


Another way that Poe uses disturbing, eerie moods to show how a person’s desire for revenge reveals their more evil self is through descriptions of the scenery. As Montresor lured Fortunato into his home and deeper and deeper into the catacombs, he describes what they pass and what he sees. Montresor describes, “We passed through long walls of piled skeletons, with casks and puncheons intermingling, into the inmost recesses of the catacombs” (Poe 9). These detailed descriptions of the catacombs walls and floor create an eerie, disturbing mood or feeling. They also begin to reveal Montresor’s darker side for as to what extent Montresor would take his revenge. This is because the skeletons weren’t located in coffins or in a proper position as to be someone resting in peace, but “intermingling” and “piled” together. Poe’s emphasis on what Montresor has and sees in the catacombs demonstrates how revenge can show a person’s hidden, disturbing side of them.


In addition to Poe’s descriptions of what Montresor sees, he uses conversations to demonstrate how revenge can show a person’s evil. As Fortunato struggles to free himself from the chains Montresor had placed on him while dazed, he is yelling. Meanwhile, Montresor is barricading the opening into the room in which Fortunato is chained in the catacombs. Just as Montresor is about to finish the last tier of rocks, Fortunato laughs and they begin to converse. Fortunato exclaims,” Let us be gone.” Montresor mocks,” Yes, let us be gone.” Worried, Fortunato yells, “For the love of God!” Once again Montresor teases,” Yes, for the love of God! ...” Montresor then recalls, “But to these words I hearkened in vain for a reply” (Poe 12). The mocking of Montresor shows that he does not care or worry for his “friend” Fortunato. Fortunato is screaming and yelling, however Montresor does not show the slightest bit of interest, for he is completely consumed by his desire for revenge. Revenge has poisoned his minded so deeply to the extent that Fortunato’s life means nothing to him, even as his friend draws his last breath. The significance of Montresor and Fortunato’s conversation demonstrates the evil brought out by one’s aim for revenge. 


Edgar Allan Poe’s short story “The Cask of Amontillado,” uses mood to convey a disturbing, eerie feeling to show how a person’s ambition for revenge causes them to reveal their hidden, wicked side. Montresor’s anger towards Fortunato drove him to seek revenge on him, for Fortunato’s venture upon insult enraged Montresor, illuminating the evil within him. Furthermore, Montresor lured Fortunato into his catacombs to seek his revenge, describing the horrid scenery as they walked, thus creating an eerie mood and revealing a disturbing side of Montresor. The conversation between Fortunato and Montresor creates a disturbing feeling, since their last conversation took place as Montresor took his revenge and trapped Fortunato in the catacombs, showing a darker side of Montresor that is not expected. Montresor’s plan for revenge gets out of hand and shows Monstresor’s hidden nefarious part of him, for Fortunato had drawn his last breath. When another does one wrong, and they develop an aspiration for revenge, hopefully they don’t allow themselves to be consumed by their evil thoughts, for if this occurs; woe to whomever is targeted as the soon to be victim of revenge.
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