Sample IOC Poem

Audio

http://xmltwo.ibo.org/publications/DP/Group1/d_1_a1lan_tsm_1402_1/Eng%20A%20Lit/engalit_hl_sample18_en.mp3
“Because I Could Not Stop For Death” 

Emily Dickinson

     
Because I could not stop for Death –
He kindly stopped for me –

The Carriage held but just Ourselves –

And Immortality.

We slowly drove – He knew no haste

And I had put away

My labor and my leisure too,

For His Civility –

We passed the School, where Children strove

At Recess – in the Ring –

We passed the Fields of Gazing Grain –

We passed the Setting Sun –

Or rather – He passed Us –

The Dews drew quivering and Chill –

For only Gossamer, my Gown –

My Tippet – only Tulle –

We paused before a House that seemed

A Swelling of the Ground –

The Roof was scarcely visible –

The Cornice – in the Ground –

Since then – 'tis Centuries – and yet

Feels shorter than the Day

I first surmised the Horses' Heads

Were toward Eternity –

Guiding Questions:

1) What themes are being developed by the poet in this poem?

2) As well as imagery and symbolism, what techniques does the poet use to help convey the central ideas, feelings and sense in the poem, and how does the form affect the content?

Text used in discussion: Hamlet by Shakespeare 

Assessment Comments

https://ibpublishing.ibo.org/server2/rest/app/tsm.xql?doc=d_1_a1lan_tsm_1402_2_e&part=3&chapter=19&mode=moderator
	Criterion
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	Total

	Marks available
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	30

	Marks awarded
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	24


Criterion A

The student gives an assured illustration and shows very good knowledge of the poet’s treatment of the theme of death, supporting her observations with well-chosen references and in the process showing her understanding of the key ideas of this difficult poem.

Criterion B

Most of the analysis focuses on the main structural elements of the poem and there is a strong enough awareness of the poet’s achievement with these choices. All in all she shows a very good appreciation of the ways these techniques shape meaning.

Criterion C

This is a well-organized presentation; structured with a sustained focus.

Criterion D

The student uses several particular details, revealing very good knowledge and understanding. She also considers many implications of the play.

Criterion E

The interpretation of the characters in particular and some of the ideas show a good degree of independent thinking.

Criterion F

The language used is clear and appropriate throughout; the register is suitable and the style effective and appropriate

