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Revising Drafts (University of North Carolina: http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/revising-drafts/) 
Rewriting is the essence of writing well—where the game is won or lost.
—William Zinsser
What does it mean to revise?

Revision literally means to “see again,” to look at something from a fresh, critical perspective. It is an ongoing process of rethinking the paper: reconsidering your arguments, reviewing your evidence, refining your purpose, reorganizing your presentation, reviving stale prose.

But I thought revision was just fixing the commas and spelling.

Nope. That’s called proofreading. It’s an important step before turning your paper in, but if your ideas are predictable, your thesis is weak, and your organization is a mess, then proofreading will just be putting a band-aid on a bullet wound. When you finish revising, that’s the time to proofread. 

Why is revision important?

Writing is a process of discovery, and you don’t always produce your best stuff when you first get started. So revision is a chance for you to look critically at what you have written to see

· if it’s really worth saying,

· if it says what you wanted to say, and

· if a reader will understand what you’re saying.

What steps should I use when I begin to revise?

Here are several things to do. But don’t try them all at one time. Instead, focus on two or three main areas during each revision session.

· Wait awhile after you’ve finished a draft before looking at it again. The Roman poet Horace thought one should wait nine years, but that’s a bit much. A day—a few hours even—will work. When you do return to the draft, be honest with yourself, and don’t be lazy. Ask yourself what you really think about the paper.

· Think honestly about your thesis: Do you still agree with it? Should it be modified in light of something you discovered as you wrote the paper? Does it make a sophisticated, provocative point, or does it just say what anyone could say if given the same topic? Does your thesis generalize instead of taking a specific position? 

· Think about your purpose in writing: Does your introduction state clearly what you intend to do? Will your aims be clear to your readers?

What can get in the way of good revision strategies?

Don’t fall in love with what you have written. If you do, you will be hesitant to change it even if you know it’s not great. Start out with a working thesis, and don’t act like you’re married to it. Instead, act like you’re dating it, seeing if you’re compatible, finding out what it’s like from day to day. If a better thesis comes along, let go of the old one. Also, don’t think of revision as just rewording. It is a chance to look at the entire paper, not just isolated words and sentences.

How do I revise?

· Check your sentence variety. If more than two sentences in a row start the same way (with a subject followed by a verb, for example), then try using a different sentence pattern. Look for sentences that start with “It is” or “There are” and see if you can revise them to be more active and engaging.
· Aim for precision in word choice. Don’t settle for the best word you can think of at the moment—use a thesaurus (along with a dictionary) to search for the word that says exactly what you want to say.

	My Top 3 Tips for Revising
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Peer Review Revision Steps

1. Read your essay out loud to your partner. It is preferred that you both have a copy (share it with them) to follow along. Doing this will help both the writer and reviewer hear confusing parts or notice things that you didn’t before. 
2. “Dead” word search: Look for dead words that make the writing wordy, confusing, or vague – we have to be aware of the power of words and the meaning they carry. You will inevitably use these words sometimes, so you don’t have to avoid them completely, but use them knowingly and sparingly, so as to make sure that each word adds something to the sentence’s meaning. 

Good
Very
Thing
Really
Extremely
Definitely
Everything
Always

Maybe
Kind of
A lot
Like
Totally
So
Well 
This quote

Wonderful
So much more
And so on
It 
There
That
I feel
I believe

In my opinion
In conclusion
Due to the fact that
3. Underline the first word in each sentence: Is there a pattern? Do you always start with the same thing? (He, He, He, There, There, There, In the story, This quote says, etc.) 
4. When using an introductory phrase, always use a comma immediately after it. If you do this, your writing will be much stronger. *An introductory phrase is like a clause, but it doesn’t have its own subject and verb; it relies on the subject and verb in the main clause.
5. Creating Titles: What makes a good title?

Characteristics 

a. Short

b. Attention Grabbing

c. Connects to topic of essay

Samples: Aim for a relevant and helpful title that relates to your essay’s main point, such as: 
· Nature’s Trail: Images of Destruction in du Maurier’s “The Birds”  
· In Cold Blood: Revenge and Its Dangerous Path in Poe’s “The Cask of Amontillado”
· Faced with Death: Changing Perspectives in Connell’s “The Most Dangerous Game”
· Playing by Different Rules: Cultural Conflict in Tan’s “Rules of the Game”
Title Formula:
· [Topic/Focus of Paper: Your Literary Device Analysis]
· The Game of Survival: Point of View in “The Most Dangerous Game”
Avoid: “My Final Paper” or “Final Essay”
6. Formatting: How to insert your last name and page number:
1. On the toolbar, select “insert” 

2. Select “page number” 

3. Select the first choice
4. When your cursor is blinking next to the page number, type your last name to the left of the page #     Example:     Smith 1
7. Formatting: How to create a works cited page:

1. Leave your cursor at the end of the very last sentence of your essay (that means after your “end with a bang/profound thought” statement.) 

2. Go to “insert” and select “page break”

3. Your cursor should now be on a separate page following the end of your essay

4. Center the page

5. Type “Work Cited” (Note: it is not a plural “Works Cited” because we are only referencing ONE work)
6. Realign your cursor to the left side

7. Input the correct MLA information for your short story:

Author’s Last name, Author’s First Name. “Title of Short Story.” Title of Book. City of Publication: Publishing Company, Year of Publication. Medium of Publication. 

8. Indent/tab everything except the first line (called a “hanging indent”)
Poe, Edgar Allan. “The Cask of Amontillado.” Prentice Hall Literature. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2005. 
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