Literary Analysis Essay Independent & Peer Review Checklist
Introduction:

___Attention grabber/hook is the first sentence in the introduction (circle which of the following the writer uses: unique thought-provoking question, well-known quote/statement, story/situation, image/description) 
___Writer transitions from attention grabber to the author and title of the short story smoothly (Example: Author [insert one of these verbs: explores, reveals, exhibits, shows] this in his novel Insert Novel Title Here.)  Novel is in italics. No quotation marks or bold font!

___Introduction ends with a specific thesis statement that focuses on a critical analysis of the novel.
All Body Paragraphs:

___Body paragraphs begin with a topic sentence that indicates the paragraph’s main idea
___The main idea of every paragraph directly relates to the thesis 
___Writer sets up the example from the text by providing context (who, what, when, where?) Example: When Holden is…
___Writer uses a lead-in to the quotation with a brief phrase. Example: Holden responds to Phoebe with doubt, [insert quote] 

___Writer uses in-text citations after every quote and the period goes at the very end. Example: “Quote” (Salinger 7).   
___Writer thoroughly explains the quote and how it supports thesis statement (the analysis should be longer than the quote)
___Each body paragraph has a wrap-up/concluding sentence that reinforces the main idea 

___The writer transitions between each paragraph in a clear, organized way with transitional phrases including but not limited to the following examples: One way, furthermore, in addition to, another way, moreover, also, not only, 

Conclusion:

___The first sentence in the conclusion rewords the thesis statement (NOT directly copied and pasted word for word from the introduction)
___Writer emphasizes the main ideas from body paragraphs 

___The last sentence in the conclusion “ends with a bang” or a profound statement related to the attention grabber and does NOT say “I hope you enjoyed” or “You should…” Ask yourself, “So what? Why does this matter in the real world?”
Using Language/MLA Format  
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Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publishing Company, Year of

Publication. Medium of Publication.

First Page Sample:
Hereis an example of what your first page of the essay should look like in the MLA format. Notice the heading,
Tunning header (last name and page number), title, Times New Roman & 12 point font, double spacing, and
one-inch margins.

Tohn Smith
Mrs. Weinfurter
English 9~ 1B
02/13/14
Creative Title

Your cloquent and perceptive thoughts about J.D. Salinger’s novel will begin here. Don't

forget to look at your outline to make sure that you include all of the necessary components in

your essay.




___Writer maintains an academic voice by avoiding the use of “I” “you” “me” & announcing “I think” or “I feel” 
___Writer has spell-checked the essay and shows he/she has read it out loud to catch any errors
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___Essay is typed in Times New Roman 12 point font and is double spaced following the MLA format

___Writer has included proper format for heading 
___The writer has included a “Work Cited” page as demonstrated here: 
Work Cited

Author’s Last Name, Author’s First Name. Title of Book.  City of Publication: Publishing Company, Year of Publication. Medium of Publication. 

___ Other important comments, notes, or ideas for improving the literary analysis essay go here:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
My Top Ten List

Name: _________________________________________________________________________  Block:  ______
Literary Analysis Essay Writing
Describe the Top Ten things you need to know about writing an ADVANCED literary analysis essay:
· Definition

· Characteristics/Requirements

· Examples

· Steps involved in it

· Tips and hints to help remember how to do it well
· When we might use it in real life

· Why it’s important to know about

· How you know it’s successful

· How it is related to something we studied
· How it works
· Anything else that you need to know: analyzing, organizing, producing text, using langu
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