Too Brief a Treat: The Letters of Truman Capote 
Discussion Preparation Homework Schedule 
	Letters for Homework 
Due Date A/B
	I have read and annotated the letters
	I have completed discussion questions 
	Notes: Level of difficulty, what is confusing, something you need to go back to understand, main ideas, etc. 

	Due October 16th/17th 

1. To Andrew Lyndon: 76-77

2. To Cecil Beaton: 77-78
3. To Andrew Lyndon: 78-80

	· 1.
· 2.

· 3.
	Respond to any TWO discussion questions of your choice in your packet. Since you have read three letters, one letter will not be used in the discussion questions. 
Discussion Questions Answered:

#_______  & #________
	

	Due October 18th/23rd 

4. To Robert Linscott: 80-81

5. To Cecil Beaton: 90-91

6. To Andrew Lyndon: 92-93
	· 4.
· 5.

· 6.
	Respond to any TWO discussion questions of your choice in your packet. Since you have read three letters, one letter will not be used in the discussion questions. 
Discussion Questions Answered:

#_______  & #________
	

	Due October 24th/25th 

7. To Catherine Wood: 94-95

8. To Robert Linscott: 131-132

9. To Robert Linscott: 146


	· 7.

· 8.

· 9.
	Respond to any TWO discussion questions of your choice in your packet. Since you have read three letters, one letter will not be used in the discussion questions. 
Discussion Questions Answered:

#_______  & #________
	

	Due October 26th/29th  

10. To Andrew Lyndon: 158-159

11. To Robert Linscott: 171-172

12. To Mary Louise Aswell: 173-174


	· 10.
· 11.

· 12.
	Respond to any TWO discussion questions of your choice in your packet. Since you have read three letters, one letter will not be used in the discussion questions. 
Discussion Questions Answered:

#_______  & #________
	

	Due October 30th/31st  

13. To Robert Linscott: 174-175

14. To Andrew Lyndon: 177-178

15. To Robert Linscott: 178


	· 13.

· 14.

· 15.
	Respond to REMAINING discussion questions of your choice in your packet using the remaining letters.  
Discussion Questions Answered:

#_______  & #________  & #________
	


Notes:   1949-1951 Capote is traveling outside of the US  & writing to friends/colleagues  in the US

· Robert Linscott: Random House editor, “Linscott was the ideal editor for a sensitive young writer, warmly encouraging, yet critical when he felt criticism was necessary” (Clarke xvi).
· Cecil (pronounced sessel) Beaton: one of his best friends (male) who was an English photographer  
· Andrew Lyndon: friend and aspiring writer from Georgia 
· Catherine Wood:  “One of Capote’s English teachers at Greenwich High School” (Clarke 10), “Perhaps the first one to encourage his writing” (Clarke 10)
· Mary Louise Aswell: Editor, writer, friend 
· Editor Gerald Clarke: Made adjustments to typographical errors (apostrophes, capitalization, errors made in haste, repetition of words, accidental misspellings). He is not changing the letters nor does he want to “sanitize” them; “when Capote made a mistake that really was a mistake, I have left it in and followed it with the obligatory ‘sic’”- [sic] Latin for 'thus it had been written', meaning that the quote prior was transcribed as it was found in the original source, complete with errors, colloquialisms etc. 

· Phoebe: one of his best friends, sophisticated girl whose own ambition was to be a poet, Capote referred to her as “Phoebe devil”  

· “Anyone not better informed would assume that he carried on affairs with most of the people in this book [Too Brief a Treat: Letters of Truman Capote]. But the truth is more interesting, if less lurid. Like a child craving affection, he loved his friends without reservation – he told them so again and again – and he expected from them an equal affection” (xv). 
Sample Letter Annotation & Response to Discussion Question 
5. Style: What style of language does Capote use in the letter: formal or informal? What are some examples of diction (vocabulary) he uses? How would you describe his word choice? What type of sentence structure does he use: simple or complex? What do you notice about his use of terms of endearment? 

Capote’s use of a simile demonstrates his poetic and sentimental nature. He writes, “My love is with you every minute, watching over you brighter than an Easter star” (76). It especially highlights the longing that he feels for his friends who are far away. Although his physical presence is absent, his love is very near. The “watching over you” shows care and support; the emphasis on “brighter” reveals an overwhelming light that represents his friendship despite distance. 
