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IB DP HL Literature II
Unit 2: W.H. Auden Poetry Student Guide
Name:_________________________________________________________________________________________________Block: _______
IB Internal Assessment: Individual Oral Commentary Preparation: As part of everyone’s Reagan IB Lit course grade, you will be participating in a one-on-one 8 minute individual oral commentary followed by 2 minutes of follow-up questions from your teacher based on a Lorna Goodison poem we’ve studied in class. You will have to demonstrate excellent knowledge and understanding of the poem and be prepared to deliver an effectively structured & purposefully organized commentary that demonstrates appreciation of the ways in which language, structure, technique, & style shape meaning by citing specific lines. Since you won’t know which poem you will have to analyze, you must thoroughly prepare for all poems by completing all of the practice and homework, in-class activities, and evidence for the course. If you choose to sign-up as an IB tester, this individual oral commentary (IOC) will be part of your IB Lit grade for college credit, so it carries extra importance beyond the class grade at Reagan!
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Inquiry Questions: 

· Skills-based: How do you effectively read and understand a poem?
· Content-based: What poetic devices does the author use to convey a central idea?
· Debatable: In what ways is poetry significant or important to us?
· ATL: Communication skills: Exchanging thoughts, messages and information effectively through interaction
· Use a variety of speaking techniques to communicate with a variety of audiences (direct 8-minute commentary delivery vs. explaining the poem to the class)

· Use appropriate forms of writing for different purposes and audiences (note-taking during 20 minute commentary preparation vs. more elaborate notes for in-class work)

· Negotiate ideas and knowledge with peers and teachers (throughout the process of reading, annotating, and presenting literary commentaries)

· ACT Standards:

Close Reading (CLR)
· CLR 701. Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in complex passages
Central Ideas, Themes, and Summaries (IDT)
· IDT 601. Infer a central idea or theme in more challenging passages or their paragraphs
· IDT 701. Identify or infer a central idea or theme in complex passages or their paragraphs
Word Meanings and Word Choice (WME)
· WME 701. Analyze how the choice of a specific word or phrase shapes meaning or tone in passages when the effect is subtle or complex
· WME 702. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in complex passages, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings
· WME 703. Interpret words and phrases in a passage that makes extensive use of figurative, general academic, domain-specific, or otherwise difficult language
Text Structure (TST)
· TST 703. Analyze the overall structure of highly complex passages
IB Learner Profile
Communicators: We understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than one language and in a variety of modes of communication. We work effectively and willingly in collaboration with others.
Assessment Criteria (See the IA Individual Oral Commentary and Discussion Rubric)
IB Inquiry Question: Skills-based
How do you effectively read and understand a poem?
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The Writing Center Handbook

                       How to Read a Poem 

\

	Strategies
	Remember…

	Read with a pencil

	

	Examine the basic subject of the poem

	

	Study the form of the poem

	

	Look at the word choice of the poem

	

	Ask “So what?”


	


Terms for Analysis (Writer’s Choices - Literary Devices/Conventions)

To help you remember the categories for analysis and organize your commentary, I have labeled each category with the letter “s”. Please use these headings in your visual. 

1) Sense: meaning and language

Key questions to answer for this category: What makes sense about the poem? What is your interpretation of the meaning of the poem? How does the poet’s language communicate meaning?

Key terms for analysis (you are not limited to these terms):

· allegory: representation of an abstract or spiritual meaning through concrete or material forms

· allusion: brief reference to a person, place, or event or to another literary work or passage; their meaning is meant to be connected to the poem

· archetype: universally understood symbol, term, or pattern of behavior; a prototype that is copied, patterned, or emulated

· denotation/connotation: primary dictionary definition versus secondary associated meaning

· dialect: variety of language characteristic to a particular group

· dialogue: words spoken in conversation

· diction: word choice, including the vocabulary used, appropriateness of the words, and vividness of the language

· epigraph: short passage quoted at the beginning of a poem; adds meaning to the poem

· mood: feeling created by the words and felt by the reader

· motif: recurring structure, contrast, or other device that develops or informs a work’s major themes

· point of view: first-person (I), second-person (you), or third-person (he, she, they) perspective

· repetition: words, phrases, or lines repeated to enhance meaning

· anaphora: repetition at the beginning of successive verses, clauses, or sentences

· speaker: narrator of the poem; persona author creates 

· theme: main idea, main message

· tone: speaker’s attitude toward the subject

2) Senses: imagery and symbols

Key questions to answer for this category: Which of the poet’s descriptions appeal to the senses, and why are those sensory details used? What abstract ideas do concrete images or symbols represent?

Key terms for analysis (you are not limited to these terms):

· imagery: description that evokes the senses by using auditory, gustatory, olfactory, tactile, or visual details

· symbol: concrete object, character, figure, or color that is used to represent an abstract idea or concept

3) Style: poetry techniques

Key questions to answer for this category: Which poetry techniques enhance the poem? What does the poet accomplish by using each technique? What is unique about the poet’s style or manner of expression?

Key terms for analysis (you are not limited to these terms):

· Stylistic techniques that involve comparing and/or contrasting:

· juxtaposition: placing two items side by side to emphasize similarities or differences

· metaphor: comparison between two dissimilar items without using “like,” “as,” or “than”; a term or phrase is applied to something to which it is not literally applicable in order to suggest a resemblance

· personification: the attribution of human nature or character to inanimate objects or abstract ideas

· simile: comparison using “like,” “as,” or “than”

· Other stylistic techniques:

· hyperbole: obvious and intentional exaggeration

· irony: figure of speech in which what is said is the opposite of what is meant

· oxymoron: figure of speech that contradicts itself

· rhetorical question: question for which an answer is unnecessary or obvious

· cliché: familiar, overused expression or idea

· parody: satirical imitation

· pun: play on words which suggests multiple meanings

· satire: use of irony, sarcasm, ridicule, etc. to expose human shortcomings; constructive social criticism

· stream of consciousness: inner thoughts communicated as if the narrator is thinking aloud

4) Structure: form, organization, and pattern 

Key questions to answer for this category: What structural elements affect the way the poem is read and interpreted? How does the form facilitate effective communication of the content (meaning)?
Key terms for analysis (you are not limited to these terms):

· end-stopped: line ends with a comma, period, dash, semicolon, or other punctuation mark

· enjambment: sentence or clause runs onto next line without a stop

· incremental repetition: line repeated in a different context or with minor changes

· pattern: repeated organizational elements or structural features

· refrain: phrase or group of lines repeated at significant points, usually at the end of a stanza

· repetition: words, phrases, or lines repeated to enhance meaning

· stanza: group of lines, equivalent to a paragraph in prose

· syntax: sentence structure
5) Sound: musicality and auditory techniques 

Key questions to answer for this category: What musical qualities are present in the poem? What sounds are emphasized when the poem is read aloud? Why did the poet choose to emphasize these sounds (words)? 
Key terms for analysis (you are not limited to these terms):

· alliteration: repetition of initial consonant sounds

· assonance: repetition of vowel sounds

· consonance: repetition of consonant sounds 

· end/external rhyme: rhyme that comes at the end of a line 

· internal rhyme: rhyme between two or more words within a single line 

· meter: rhythmic pattern created in a line 

· onomatopoeia: use of words that sound similar to the actual sounds they describe

· repetition: sounds that are repeated to create rhythm

· rhyme scheme: pattern of rhyme

· couplet: two successive rhymed lines of equal length (rhyme scheme= aa)

· quatrain: four successive rhymed lines of equal length (rhyme scheme may vary)

· rhythm: pattern of sound created by rhyme, repetition, line lengths, emphasis on syllables, etc.

· slant rhyme: imperfect rhyme, in which the sounds are similar but not exactly the same
Goodison Poetry Table of Contents

	Your IOC will be based on 1 of these 10 poems
	Title of the Poem (If a poem doesn’t appear to have a title, it is always the first line)
	I have read and annotated this poem
	I have completed an oral commentary outline
	Notes/Other: Level of difficulty, something you need to go back to understand, main ideas, etc. 

	1.
	“Concert”   
	· 
	· 
	

	2.
	“From the Book of Local Miracles, Largely Unrecorded”  
	· 
	· 
	

	3.
	“The River Wanted Out”  
	· 
	· 
	

	4.
	“October in the Kingdom of the Poor” 
	· 
	· 
	

	5.
	“Ground Doves”
	· 
	· 
	

	6. 
	“Praise to the Mother of Jamaican Art” 
	· 
	· 
	

	7.
	“To Make Various Sorts of Black”  
	· 
	· 
	

	8.
	“Mysteries”  
	· 
	· 
	

	9.
	“I Know I Never Lose You”
	· 
	· 
	

	10.
	“Missing the Mountains”  
	· 
	· 
	


Who is Lorna Goodison?
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Caribbean poet Lorna Goodison was born in Kingston, Jamaica. A painter before she turned her focus to poetry, Goodison was educated at the Jamaica School of Art and the School of the Art Students League in New York. 
Goodison’s image-rich and socially-engaged poems often inhabit the lives and landscapes of her Jamaican homeland. “I suspect that I might always write about Jamaica,” Goodison stated in an interview with Mosaic: Literary Arts of the Diaspora. Goodison also discussed the humor in her work, noting, “Jamaicans are very comical people, and laughter is a way of coping with life’s displeasures. Also, when you make something of it [a hard situation], it says that you are in control. There are incidences when we have no control; all we can do is make some sort of a gesture. Sometimes, the world can throw things at you that are so cruel and so devastating that you are in no position to have any kind of real response but to make a gesture. And I think that sometimes laughter is a gesture saying that you have not completely annihilated me; you have not robbed me of my ability to respond as a human being.” Noting that Goodison often “complements her careful observation of the physical world and her fine eye for detail with a tense, lean, elliptical style” in a review of Supplying Salt and Light, Jim Hannan observed, “At their best, Lorna Goodison’s poems observe the unsavory in history and society even as they guide us firmly toward sources of redemption. With compassion and empathy, Goodison writes about human failure and triumph in large and small measures.” 
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	Thesis: In “                                                        ”       ___________________     ____________________________________________________________

                                                   “Title of Poem”                                          Author’s Last Name                     communicates/suggests/highlights/exemplifies/conveys/contrasts/emphasizes/reveals/shows/demonstrates/etc.                                    

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

    explain the central idea/theme of the poem (*Remember NOT  to simply state a one-word thematic topic. *Avoid: War, Love, Revenge, Nature  *Make sure to make a thematic statement (complete thought about a topic). 

	Category
	Author’s Choice/Device
	Example(s) from poem (line #)

	Poet’s Purpose 
So what? How does it contribute to the theme or central idea? 

	Sense
· Title
· Diction

· Mood

· Tone

· Speaker

· Repetition 

· Analogy
	1. 


	
	

	
	2. 


	
	

	Senses

· Imagery

· Symbol


	1. 


	
	

	
	2. 


	
	

	Style
· Metaphor

· Simile

· Personification

· Hyperbole

· Irony
	1.


	
	

	
	2. 

	
	

	Structure
· Stanza divisions

· Line breaks

· Pattern

· End-stopped

· Enjambment
	1. 


	
	

	
	2. 


	
	

	Sound
· Alliteration

· Assonance

· Onomatopoeia

· Rhythm 
	1. 
	
	

	
	2. 

	
	

	Conclusion: Provide your overall interpretation by highlighting the key parts of your commentary. 




 HL Internal Assessment Criteria – Individual Oral Commentary & Discussion (15%)
	IOC & Discussion
	1 Mark – MI
	2 Marks – MI
	3 Marks – BA
	4 Marks – PR
	5 Marks – AD

	Criterion A: Knowledge and understanding of the poem

· How well is the student’s knowledge and understanding of the poem demonstrated by the interpretation? 
	· Limited knowledge & little or no understanding, with poor interpretation & virtually no relevant references to the poem
	· Superficial knowledge & some understanding, with limited interpretation occasionally supported by references to the poem
	· Adequate knowledge & understanding demonstrated by interpretation supported by appropriate references to the poem
	· Good knowledge & understanding demonstrated by careful interpretation supported by well-chosen references to the poem
	· Excellent knowledge & understanding, demonstrated by individual interpretation effectively supported by precise & well-chosen references to the poem 

	Criterion B: Appreciation of the writer’s choices

· To what extent does the student appreciate how the writer’s choices of language, structure, technique, and style shape meaning? 
	· Few references and no appreciation of the ways in which language, structure, technique, & style shape meaning in the poem. 
	· Some mention, but little appreciation of the ways in which language, structure, technique, & style shape meaning in the poem. 
	· Adequate appreciation of the ways in which language, structure, technique, & style shape meaning in the poem. 
	· Good appreciation of the ways in which language, structure, technique, & style shape meaning in the poem. 
	· Excellent appreciation of the ways in which language, structure, technique, & style shape meaning in the poem. 

	Criterion C: Organization and presentation of the commentary

· To what extent does the student deliver a structured, well-focused commentary?
	· Commentary shows little evidence of planning, with very limited structure &/or focus. 
	· Commentary shows some structure & focus. 
	· Commentary shows evidence of a planned structure & is generally focused. 
	· Commentary is clearly structured & the focus is sustained. 
	· Commentary is effectively structured, with a clear, purposeful, & sustained focus. 

	Criterion D: Knowledge and understanding of the work used in the discussion

· How much knowledge & understanding has the student shown of the work used in the discussion?
	· Little knowledge or understanding of the content of the work discussed. 
	· Some knowledge & superficial understanding of the content of the work discussed. 
	· Adequate knowledge & understanding of the content & some of the implications of the work discussed. 
	· Good knowledge & understanding of the content & most of the implications of the work discussed. 
	· Excellent knowledge & understanding of the content & the implications of the work discussed. 

	Criterion E: Response to the discussion questions

· How effectively does the student respond to the discussion questions? 
	· Limited ability to respond meaningfully to the discussion questions. 
	· Response to the discussion questions are sometimes relevant. 
	· Responses to the discussion questions are relevant and show some evidence of independent thought. 
	· Well-informed responses to the discussion questions show a good degree of independent thought. 
	· Persuasive & independent responses to the discussion questions. 

	 Criterion F: Use of language 

· How varied & accurate is the language?

· How appropriate is the choice of register, style, and terminology? (“Register” refers, in this context, to the student’s use of elements such as vocabulary, tone, sentence structure, & terminology appropriate to the commentary) 
	· Language is rarely clear & appropriate, with many errors in grammar & sentence construction & little sense of register & style.
	· Language is sometimes clear & appropriate; grammar & sentence construction are generally accurate, although errors & inconsistences are apparent, register & style are to some extend appropriate. 
	· Language is mostly clear & appropriate, with an adequate degree of accuracy in grammar & sentence construction, the register & style are mostly appropriate. 
	· Language is clear & appropriate, with a good degree of accuracy in grammar & sentence construction; register & style are effective & appropriate. 
	· Language is very clear & entirely appropriate, with a high degree of accuracy in grammar & sentence construction; register & style are consistently effective & appropriate  


	Language A: Literature – IOC & Discussion 
Marking Comments Form


	Number of marks available
	Mark awarded
	Comments

	Criterion A: Knowledge and understanding of the poem

How well is the student’s knowledge and understanding of the poem demonstrated by the interpretation?
	5
	
	

	Criterion B: Appreciation of the writer’s choices

To what extent does the student appreciate how the writer’s choices of language, structure, technique, and style shape meaning? 
	5
	
	

	Criterion C: Organization and presentation of the commentary

To what extent does the student deliver a structured, well-focused commentary?

	5
	
	

	Criterion D: Knowledge and understanding of the work used in the discussion

How much knowledge & understanding has the student shown of the work used in the discussion?
	5
	
	

	Criterion E: Response to the discussion questions

How effectively does the student respond to the discussion questions?
	5
	
	

	Criterion F: Use of language 

· How varied & accurate is the language?

How appropriate is the choice of register, style, and terminology? (“Register” refers, in this context, to the student’s use of elements such as vocabulary, tone, sentence structure, & terminology appropriate to the commentary)
	5
	
	

	Total number of marks
	30 20
	
	


Essential Understanding: Authors make deliberate choices, especially within the features of the genre, to convey a message about the human condition.  








Name: _________________________________    IOC Poem Title: _________________________   Discussion Title:_______________________     Block: ___ 









