Name:_______________________________________________________________________ Block:_______
Unit 2 Assessment: poetry Analysis Essay
	Username: s __ __ __ __ __ __ __ @student.milwaukee.k12.wi.us      Password: __ __ / __ __ / __ __



Due Date: Submit your final draft to Turnitin.com at the beginning of class on _________________________

What is literary analysis? 
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Analysis is the practice of looking closely at small parts to see how they affect the whole. 
· Literary analysis focuses on how authors use literary conventions to create meaning.
· This literary analysis essay encourages you to think about how and why a poem was written.

· To successfully analyze literature, you’ll need to remember that authors make specific choices for particular reasons. 
· Your essay should point out the author’s choices and explain their significance.

· Ask yourself: Why did the author make this choice? How does it reveal the theme?


Evidence Assessment: 

· Collaborative literary analysis essay of one poem studied in class or from additional selection 
· Each student will contribute at least one paragraph to create a 5 paragraph essay (introduction, three body paragraphs, and conclusion).
· Each student’s contribution will focus on analyzing an author’s choice (poetic device) and how that choice develops or contributes to theme.
Step-by-Step Directions:

1. Choose to read & annotate one of the poems we studied in class or self-select a new poem. 

	Poet & Poem Studied in Class
	Additional Options for Evidence Assessment by Same Poet

	William Shakespeare’s “Sonnet 130”
	Shakespeare’s “Sonnet 75”

	Carl Sandburg’s “Chicago”
	Carl Sandburg’s “Hope is a Tattered Flag”

	Langston Hughes’ “Dream Deferred”
	Langston Hughes’ “Mother to Son” 

	Maya Angelou’s “Still I Rise” 
	Maya Angelou’s “Caged Bird”

	Pat Mora’s “Immigrants”
	Pat Mora’s “Fences”

	Laura Da’s “Passive Voice”  
	

	E.E. Cummings’ “l(a” 
	E.E. Cummings’ “Since Feeling is First” 


2. Brainstorm the thematic topics presented in the poem; use your list of thematic topics handout. 
3. Write and revise a thesis statement that presents a thematic statement of the poem. 
Thesis Statement Structure: 

In [“Title of Poem”], [Author’s Last Name] + [analytical verb] + [thematic statement].
4. Decide which choices the author makes that are most relevant to your thesis to analyze. Remember that you must discuss how it contributes to and develops a theme of the poem. Some conventions you may choose to analyze include, but are not limited to:

	Poetic Devices

	· Simile

· Metaphor

· Personification

· Symbolism

· Imagery

· Diction (Denotation/Connotation)
	· Rhetorical Question

· Point of View

· Repetition 

· End-stopped line

· Enjambment 

· Stanza division 
	· Hyperbole

· Allusion

· Alliteration

· Onomatopoeia
· Tone
· Oxymoron


5. Complete the essay outline, write, revise, and edit your essay. 

DO NOT PLAGIARIZE! 
· Plagiarism is using another person’s words or ideas as if they were your own work. Plagiarism can be avoided by including a citation whenever you quote or paraphrase. 
Thesis Drafting
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	1st Draft

First brainstorming of thesis: 



	2nd Draft (Revision of 1st draft)

Revision using thesis checklist:


	3rd Draft (Peer Revision of 2nd draft)

After a peer gives you feedback on your second draft, write the third draft of your thesis here:


	Working Thesis (Based on teacher feedback of 3rd draft)

After your teacher gives you feedback on your 3rd draft, write a working thesis here. This is the one you can copy to your outline. Remember that you should continue revising your working thesis as necessary.




ATL: Social Skills - How can students collaborate effectively?
• Delegate and share responsibility for decision-making

· Which poetic devices will each member focus on and in what order will they appear in the essay? 
• Negotiate effectively & build consensus

· What is the best textual evidence to analyze in support of your thesis? 

· Help others to succeed

· What reminders does my team need? What resources can I direct them to? 
• Listen actively to other perspectives and ideas

· What might I learn from others if I take the time to consider their insight? 

• Encourage others to contribute

· What questions could I ask my team to help them be more involved? What can I ask them to do? 

• Use technology appropriately to build and develop relationships

· How can I use Google docs effectively to ensure my team can communicate effectively and count on me? 

• Take responsibility for one’s own actions

· How can I avoid making excuses if my team struggles? How can I ensure the best outcome for myself and others? 

• Manage and resolve conflict, and work collaboratively in teams

· What are some mature ways to overcome problems that may arise within my team? 

• Give and receive meaningful feedback

· How can I provide thoughtful and honest criticism in the best interest of my team and the quality of the essay? 
Literary Analysis Essay Outline

	Introduction
Attention Grabber: Something about your topic that will “hook” your reader

Transition to Author, title, and brief relevant background information or overview. Only include information that is relevant to your thematic topic!

Thesis Statement: Author + “Title” + analytical verb + thematic statement 


	Body Paragraph 
✔Topic Sentence: What is this paragraph about / how does it support your thesis? Include a transition word.

✔Context: What important information is needed to advance argument before you provide textual evidence?
✔Textual Evidence: Lead in + Brief quotation + MLA in-text citation

✔Thorough Analysis of textual evidence and how it supports your thesis.
✔Concluding Sentence: Wrap up by emphasizing main idea


	Conclusion
✔Restate thesis differently
✔Summarize main ideas from body paragraphs
✔Concluding thoughts: (So what? Why is this story/your interpretation important?)



Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Block:    1A    5B   

Short Fiction Literary Analysis Essay Assessment Rubric

	Assessment Criteria
	ADVANCED 
	PROFICIENT 
	BASIC 
	MINIMAL 

	Criterion A: Analyzing

Self Evaluation: 

_______


	i. provides perceptive analysis of a theme/central idea of the text

ii. perceptively analyses the effects of the author’s choices (literary devices)

iii. gives detailed justification of opinions and ideas with a range of examples, and thorough explanations; uses accurate terminology (literary devices)
	i. competently analyses the theme/central idea of the text 

ii. competently analyses the effects of the author’s choices (literary devices) 

iii. sufficiently justifies opinions and ideas with examples and explanations; uses accurate terminology (literary devices)


	i. Provides somewhat adequate analysis of the central idea/theme of the text 

ii. provides some adequate analysis of the effects of the author’s choices (literary devices)

iii. justifies opinions and ideas with some examples or explanation, though this may not be consistent; uses some terminology (literary devices) 
	i. provides limited to no analysis of the central idea/theme of the text

ii. provides limited or no analysis of the effects of the author’s choices (literary devices)

iii. rarely justifies opinions and ideas with little to no examples or explanations; uses little or no terminology (literary devices)


	Criterion B: Organizing

Self Evaluation: 

_______


	i. makes sophisticated use of organizational structures that serve the context and intention effectively
ii. effectively organizes opinions and ideas in a sustained, coherent and logical manner with ideas building on each other in a sophisticated way
iii. makes excellent use of referencing and formatting tools to create an effective presentation style.
	i. makes competent use of organizational structures that serve the context and

intention

ii. organizes opinions and ideas in a coherent and logical manner with ideas building on each other

iii. makes competent use of referencing and formatting tools to create a presentation style suitable to the context and intention.
	i. makes somewhat adequate use of organizational structures that serve the context and intention

ii. organizes opinions and ideas with some degree of coherence and logic

iii. makes adequate use of referencing and formatting tools to create a presentation style suitable to the context and intention.
	i. makes minimal use of organizational structures though these may not always

serve the context and intention

ii. organizes opinions and ideas with a minimal degree of coherence and logic

iii. makes minimal use of referencing and formatting tools to create a presentation style that may not always be suitable to the context and intention.

	Criterion C:

Producing Text

Self Evaluation: 

_______


	i. produces texts that demonstrate a high degree of insight and perceptive exploration of and critical reflection on new perspectives and ideas

ii. makes perceptive stylistic choices to demonstrate good awareness of impact on an audience

iii. selects extensive relevant details and examples to develop ideas with

precision.
	i. produces texts that demonstrate considerable insight and substantial exploration of and critical reflection on new perspectives and ideas

ii. makes thoughtful stylistic choices to demonstrate good awareness of impact on an audience

iii. selects sufficient relevant details and examples to develop ideas.
	i. produces texts that demonstrate some insight and some exploration of and critical reflection on new perspectives and ideas

ii. makes some stylistic choices to demonstrate adequate awareness of impact on an audience

iii. selects some relevant details and examples to develop ideas.
	i. produces texts that demonstrate limited degree of insight and minimal exploration of and critical reflection on new perspectives and ideas

ii. makes minimal stylistic to demonstrate limited awareness of impact on an audience

iii. selects few relevant details and examples to develop ideas.

	Criterion D: Using Language

Self Evaluation: 

_______


	i. effectively uses a range of appropriate vocabulary, sentence structures and

forms of expression

ii. writes and speaks in a consistently appropriate register and style that serve

the context and intention

iii. uses grammar, syntax and punctuation with a high degree of accuracy; errors are minor and communication is effective
iv. spells/writes and pronounces with a high degree of accuracy; errors are

minor and communication is effective


	i. uses a varied range of appropriate vocabulary, sentence structures and

forms of expression competently

ii. writes and speaks competently in a register and style that serve the context

and intention

iii. uses grammar, syntax and punctuation with a considerable degree of accuracy; errors do not hinder effective communication

iv. spells/writes and pronounces with a considerable degree of accuracy; errors

do not hinder effective communication


	i. uses an adequate range of appropriate vocabulary, sentence structures and

forms of expression

ii. sometimes writes and speaks in a register and style that serve the context

and intention

iii. uses grammar, syntax and punctuation with some degree of accuracy; errors

sometimes hinder communication

iv. spells/writes and pronounces with some degree of accuracy; errors

sometimes hinder communication


	i. uses a limited range of appropriate vocabulary and forms of expression

ii. writes and speaks in an inappropriate register and style that do not serve

the context and intention

iii. uses grammar, syntax and punctuation with limited accuracy; errors often hinder communication
iv. spells/writes and pronounces with limited accuracy; errors often hinder

communication
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Poetry Literary Analysis CHECKLIST
· Are you practicing observing carefully? 
· Stop and think about the requirements. 
Thesis Checklist:

· “Title of Poem” + Author’s Last Name + analytical verb + thematic statement.
	A thematic Statement IS (
	A thematic statement IS NOT! (

	· An observation 

· It makes a complete thought about the way things appear to be in reality

· Original and thoughtful

· It should be something that you find interesting, something a bit philosophical whose wording you have come up with by yourself 

· General, about reality 

· It translates the characters and plot into generalizations such as “people, or “parents” or “raising a child” or “one” etc.  

· Reasonable

· It uses terms like “sometimes,” or “often,” or refers to limited circumstances, to suggest a more realistic view of the variety in life
	· A moral or command

· It doesn’t tell us how to behave by using words like “should” or commanding

· A common saying

· It isn’t an everyday phrase or a cliché such as “Actions speak louder than words,” or “Absence makes the heart grow fonder” 

· Specific to the text or me or you

· It doesn’t refer to the specific characters ,plot, or “me” or “you” 
· Absolute 

· It doesn’t use works like “all,” “none,” “everything,” or “always,” because that kind of statement is rarely true, and usually impossible to prove 


Literary Analysis Body Paragraphs:
· Topic sentence: Author + poetic device + analytical verb + theme 

· Example: One way [insert author] [analytical verb] [theme] is through the use of [poetic device/author’s choice]. 

· Example: In addition, [Author] uses [poetic device] to [analytical verb] [theme]. 

· Example: [Author’s] choice to [describe a choice the author made] [analytical verb] [theme]. 

· Context: Brief summary of situation surrounding textual evidence 
· What’s happening in the text when the textual evidence is stated? What’s the situation at the time of the textual evidence? (Example: In the beginning  of the poem… After the speaker describes [this], he explains [this]… Before [this happens], the speaker discusses…
· Lead-in/Context, “Textual evidence / exactly as it is written” (MLA in-text citation).
· Example: [Author] writes, “Textual evidence / exactly as it is written with a slash to indicate a separate line” (3-4).
· Example: The speaker says, “Textual evidence” (Author’s Last Name 7).
· Example: [Author] begins the poem with the phrase “Textual evidence” (1) and returns to it in the last line: “Textual evidence” (18).  

· Analysis: So what? How does the textual evidence contribute to or develop the theme?  

· Example: [Author] focuses on “small part of textual evidence” to [analytical verb] [explain what the word means (denotation: dictionary definition) or what it conveys (connotation: related ideas or feelings associated with the word); how does it develop or contribute to the central idea/theme?]…

· Example: The use of “small part of textual evidence” especially [analytical verb] [explain what the word or phrase means and any important denotations and connotations]. [Author] [analytical verb]….

· Concluding/Wrap-up Sentence: Finish analysis by emphasizing theme + poetic device

· Wrap-up analysis of this particular poetic device

· do NOT end with a piece of textual evidence!
I have avoided the following in every part of my essay: 

· You should…

· Everyone always…

· 1st person & 2nd person pronouns: “I think” or “I believe” or “me” or “my” or “you” or “we” or “us” 

· Any version of “It helps the readers see what is happening in the poem”, “It paints a picture for the reader”, “Helps the poem move along”, “It helps us connect to the characters”

· “Sort of” or “kind of” or “it’s like”

· “While I was reading” or “I noticed that” or “When I first read it” or “One device I found was..”

· “Everyone interprets things differently, but my opinion is…”

· “It lets everyone find a deeper meaning for themselves…”

· “This is such an amazing/good/well-written poem…the author did a good job” “The author shows the meaning…” 
· Paste tense of “wrote” or “said”
