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Poetry Literary Analysis Essay Drafting Checklist 
Thesis:
· In [“Title of Poem”], [Author’s Last Name] + [analytical verb] + [thematic statement].
Literary Analysis Body Paragraphs:
1. Topic sentence: Introduces the focus of this particular paragraph  

· One way [insert author] [analytical verb] [theme stated differently than in thesis] is through the use of [poetic device/author’s choice]. 

· In addition, [Author] uses [poetic device] to [analytical verb] [theme]. 

· [Author’s] choice to [describe a choice the author made] [analytical verb] [theme]. 

·  *I have used a different formula of my own as long as it includes the author’s last name, analytical verb, poetic device, and a connection to the theme/central idea. 

2. Context: What is the situation surrounding the textual evidence? 
· The poem begins with a focus on [describe what is happening or what the situation is prior to the textual evidence]…
· After the poet describes [what is happening or what the situation is prior to the textual evidence]…

· The poem ends with a focus on [describe what is happening or what the situation is prior to the textual evidence]…

· *I have used a different formula of my own as long as it gives information about what’s happening around the textual evidence
3. Lead-in/context, “Textual evidence / exactly as it is written” (MLA in-text citation).
· [Author] writes, “Textual evidence / exactly as it is written” (3-4).
· The speaker says, “Textual evidence” (Author’s Last Name 7).
· [Author] begins the poem with the phrase “Textual evidence” (1) and returns to it in the last line: “Textual evidence” (18).  
· *I have used a different formula of my own as long as it includes a lead-in/context, “Textual evidence exactly as it is written with slashes / to indicate line changes” and (MLA in-text citation).  
4. Analysis: So what? How does it contribute to or develop theme? 
· [Author] focuses on “small part of textual evidence” to [analytical verb] [explain what the word means (denotation: dictionary definition) or what it conveys (connotation: related ideas or feelings associated with the word); how does it develop or contribute to the central idea/theme?]…

· The use of “small part of textual evidence” especially [analytical verb] [explain what the word or phrase means and any important denotations and connotations]. [Author] [analytical verb]….

· *I have used my own formula as long as it includes specific words and phrases from the textual evidence that have been quoted and closely analyzed in relation to the theme/central idea with multiple in-depth sentences. 
5. Concluding Sentence: Return to the main point of the paragraph to emphasize theme 
· Author + analytical verb + poetic device + theme stated differently
I have avoided the following in every part of my essay: 
· 1st and 2nd person pronouns: “I think” or “I believe” or “me” or “my” or “you” or “yours” or “we” or “us” 
· Any version of “It helps the readers see what is happening in the poem”, “It paints a picture for the reader”, “Helps the poem move along”, “It helps us connect to the characters”

· “Sort of” or “kind of” or “it’s like”

· “While I was reading” or “I noticed that” or “When I first read it” or “One device I found was..”
· “Everyone interprets things differently, but my opinion is…”

· “It lets everyone find a deeper meaning for themselves…”

· “This is such an amazing/good/well-written poem…the author did a good job”

· “The author shows the meaning of the poem….”  
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· Am I practicing observing carefully or just skimming this to get it done? 
· Stop and think about the requirements!
