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Poetry Literary Analysis CHECKLIST
· Are you practicing observing carefully? Stop and think about the requirements. 
Introduction Paragraph Checklist:

· Broad hook/attention grabber that’s relevant to your thematic topic (universal statement, question, famous quote, etc)

· Transition to title and author with any necessary background information

· Thesis statement 
·  “Title of Poem” + Author’s Last Name + analytical verb + thematic statement.

	A thematic Statement IS (
	A thematic statement IS NOT! (

	· An observation 

· It makes a complete thought about the way things appear to be in reality

· Original and thoughtful

· It should be something that you find interesting, something a bit philosophical whose wording you have come up with by yourself 

· General, about reality 

· It translates the characters and plot into generalizations such as “people, or “parents” or “raising a child” or “one” etc.  

· Reasonable

· It uses terms like “sometimes,” or “often,” or refers to limited circumstances, to suggest a more realistic view of the variety in life
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A moral or command

· It doesn’t tell us how to behave by using words like “should” or commanding

· A common saying

· It isn’t an everyday phrase or a cliché such as “Actions speak louder than words,” or “Absence makes the heart grow fonder” 

· Specific to the text or me or you

· It doesn’t refer to the specific characters, plot, or “me” or “you” 
· Absolute 

· It doesn’t use works like “all,” “none,” “everything,” or “always,” because that kind of statement is rarely true, and usually impossible to prove 


Literary Analysis Body Paragraphs:
· Topic sentence: Author + poetic device + analytical verb + theme (use variety of language) 
· Example: One way [insert author] [analytical verb] [theme] is through the use of [poetic device/author’s choice]. 

· Context: Brief summary of situation surrounding textual evidence 
· What’s happening in the text when the textual evidence is stated? What’s the situation at the time of the textual evidence? 
· Lead-in/Context, “Textual evidence / exactly as it is written” (MLA in-text citation).
· Example: [Author] writes, “Textual evidence / exactly as it is written with a slash to indicate a separate line” (3-4).
· Analysis: So what? How does the textual evidence contribute to or develop the theme?  

· Example: [Author] focuses on “small part of textual evidence” to [analytical verb] [explain what the word means (denotation: dictionary definition) or what it conveys (connotation: related ideas or feelings associated with the word); how does it develop or contribute to the central idea/theme?]…

· Concluding Sentence: Finish analysis by emphasizing how this poetic device develops theme
· Wrap-up analysis of this particular poetic device (Do NOT end with a piece of textual evidence!)
Conclusion Paragraph Checklist:

· Restatement of thesis in different words
· Overview of main ideas/author’s choices
· End by revisiting the hook/attention grabber; bring your paper “full circle” to show its importance to the broad/general audience; answer “So what?”
I have avoided the following in every part of my essay: 
· 1st person & 2nd person pronouns: “I think” or “I believe” or “me” or “my” or “you” or “we” or “us” 
· Commands: You should, people need to, etc.

· Absolutes: Everyone always… nobody ever…

· Any version of “It helps the readers see what is happening in the poem”, “It paints a picture for the reader”, “Helps the poem move along”, “It helps us connect to the characters”

· “Sort of” or “kind of” or “it’s like”

· “While I was reading” or “I noticed that” or “When I first read it” or “One device I found was..”
· “Everyone interprets things differently, but my opinion is…”

· “It lets everyone find a deeper meaning for themselves…”

· “This is such an amazing/good/well-written poem…the author did a good job” “The author shows the meaning…” 
· Paste tense of “wrote” or “said” (Angelou wrote or Angelou said) Instead, use Angelou writes or Angelou says. 
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	Sample Thesis & Body Paragraph
	Checklist 

	Thesis:
In Shakespeare’s “Sonnet 130”, he reveals that women are worthy of love despite not aligning to society’s unrealistic standards of beauty. 
	Thesis: 
· Author’s last name

·  “Title of Poem in Quotes”

· Analytical verb

· Thematic Statement 

	Body Paragraph #1 

One way Shakespeare highlights how a female is valued regardless of her looks is through the use of a simile. The poem begins with the opposite of a compliment and boldly declares a seemingly less than stunning description of a woman. He writes, “My mistress’ eyes are nothing like the sun” (Shakespeare 1). The comparison made between the woman’s eyes and being “nothing like the sun” implies that she does not appear bright, shiny, or convey a sense of warmth. The sun is a glowing and radiant star, so her eyes may in fact be dull. For Shakespeare to describe the woman as not similar in any way to the sun shows that her eyes are likely unnoticeable or without exceptional physical qualities, but that the speaker of the poem is still proud to be with her as he refers to her as “my mistress”. His use of “my” reveals the close relationship he has with her and that he is not afraid to be associated with someone who has a natural appearance that isn’t embellished; in fact, it emphasizes that he is proud to call this woman his lover and appreciates her ordinary look. The simile focuses on someone with average features and challenges the view that what is visible on a woman must be extraordinary to be desired.

Body Paragraph #2
            In addition to Shakespeare’s use of a simile, he also uses imagery to assert that there is much greater importance placed on personality than appearance. After the speaker has explained several ways the woman is not like typical beautiful things, he continues with…
	Topic sentence:
· Author + analytical verb

· Theme
· not copied and pasted from thesis; provide different word choice based on your specific point in this paragraph
· Poetic device 

Context: 

· Brief summary of what’s happening when the textual evidence is stated. 
Textual Evidence:

· Lead-in, “Textual evidence / exactly as it is written” (MLA in-text citation).
Analysis:

· Specific words and phrases have been quoted from the textual evidence and explained thoroughly

· Multiple in-depth sentences about how the author’s poetic device contributes to and develops the central idea has been discussed
Concluding Sentence:

· Emphasize main focus of paragraph with poetic device + theme
Using Language: 

· Student uses variety of word choice to avoid redundancy. Resources such as a dictionary or thesaurus have been used.  
· What range of words were used to describe the thematic topic? 

· __________________________________

· __________________________________


	My Literary Analysis Revisions
	Checklist 

	
	Thesis: 

· Author’s last name

·  “Title of Poem in Quotes”

· Analytical verb

· Thematic Statement 
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Concluding Sentence:

· Emphasize main focus of paragraph with poetic device + theme
Using Language: 

· Student uses variety of word choice to avoid redundancy. Resources such as a dictionary or thesaurus have been used.  

· What range of words were used to describe the thematic topic? 

· __________________________________

· __________________________________


 In Shakespeare’s “Sonnet 130”, he reveals that women are worthy of love despite not aligning to society’s unrealistic standards of beauty. 

One way Shakespeare highlights how a female is valued regardless of her looks is through the use of a simile. 
The poem begins with the opposite of a compliment and boldly declares a seemingly less than stunning description of a woman. 
He writes, “My mistress’ eyes are nothing like the sun” (Shakespeare 1). 
The comparison made between the woman’s eyes and being “nothing like the sun” implies that she does not appear bright, shiny, or convey a sense of warmth. The sun is a glowing and radiant star, so her eyes may in fact be dull. For Shakespeare to describe the woman as not similar in any way to the sun shows that her eyes are likely unnoticeable or without exceptional physical qualities, but that the speaker of the poem is still proud to be with her as he refers to her as “my mistress”. His use of “my” reveals the close relationship he has with her and that he is not afraid to be associated with someone who has a natural appearance that isn’t embellished; in fact, it emphasizes that he is proud to call this woman his lover and appreciates her ordinary look. 
The simile focuses on someone with average features and challenges the view that what is visible on a woman must be extraordinary to be desired.

In addition to Shakespeare’s use of a simile, he also uses a metaphor about the woman’s hair to assert that there is little concern for appearance. 
After the speaker has explained several ways the woman is not like typical beautiful things, he continues with a comparison of her hair which is not described as the commonly soft or shiny tresses. 
The speaker states, “If hairs be wires, black wires grow on her head” (Shakespeare 4). 
The comparison of “hairs” to “wires” suggests the traits of being metal, which is often cold and mechanical. This is not a desirable description, however, the speaker does say the wires “grow” which implies natural qualities. Natural qualities are part of the person’s authentic character and the speaker appreciates her for who she is, not some altered version of herself. Moreover, the speaker does not show disappointment with the woman’s hair, but rather a matter of fact statement recognizing the reality that her hair may be a hard material, but it doesn’t affect his love for her. 

The metaphor for these naturally occurring hairs highlights a much more realistic view of women’s appearance. 
Sample Thesis & Body Paragraph


Analysis of “Sonnet 130” by Shakespeare








