	Poetic Device
	Definition
	Example
	Poetry Examples

	Alliteration
	Repeated consonant sounds at the beginning of words placed near each other. 

	Fast and furious
Greedy goats

Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer

	

	Allusion
	A brief reference to some person, usually popular or well known, historical event, work of art, Biblical or mythological situation or character that quickly conveys a message or information. 
	“Public speaking is my Achilles’ heel” 

“I’m going to turn into a pumpkin” 
	

	Diction:

Connotation
	The emotional or psychological feelings of a word; its implications and associations apart from its literal meaning.
	House: a home where you feel loved, secure, cared for
	

	Diction: Denotation
	The dictionary definition of a word; its literal meaning apart from any associations or connotations. 
	House: structural building in which one resides 
	

	Euphemism
	An understatement, used to lessen the effect of a statement; substituting something innocuous (innocent or mild) for something that might be offensive or hurtful.
	She is at rest. (death)

Correctional facility (jail)


	

	Hyperbole
	An outrageous exaggeration used for effect


	 He weighs a ton.
	

	Imagery
	The use of vivid language related to sight, sound, touch, taste, smell, or movement


	Sight: Smoke mysteriously puffed out from the clown’s ears.

• Sound: Tom placed his ear tightly against the wall; he could hear a faint but distinct thump,thump,thump.

• Touch: The burlap wall covering scraped against the little boy’s cheek.

• Taste: A salty tear ran across onto her lips.

• Smell: Cinnamon! That’s what wafted into his nostrils.
	

	Irony

	Contrary to what one expects and is sometimes amusing as a result
	Fire station burns down

Marriage counselor files for divorce

A pilot has a fear of flying
	

	Juxtaposition
	placing two items side by side or nearby to emphasize similarities or differences


	All is fair in love and war

Happy families are all alike; every unhappy family is unhappy in its own way
	

	Metaphor
	A direct comparison between two unlike things, stating that one is the other or does the action of the other.

	He’s a zero. 
She’s a shining star.

Her long hair was a flowing golden river. 

His eyes are ice. 
	

	Mood
	The way readers or the audience feels 
	Melancholy, festive
	

	Onomatopoeia
	Words that sound like their meanings. 
	boom, buzz, crackle, gurgle, hiss, pop, sizzle, snap, swoosh, whir, zip
	

	Oxymoron


	A combination of two words that appear to contradict each other.


	a pointless point of view, bittersweet, jumbo shrimp, act naturally, alone together, clearly confused
	

	Personification


	Non-humans with human characteristics. 


	The days crept by slowly, sorrowfully.

Lightning danced. Wind howled. 
	

	Point of View


	· 1st Person: the speaker is a character in the story or poem and tells it from his/her perspective 

· 2nd person: the audience is the character 

· 3rd Person limited: the speaker is not part of the story, but tells about the other characters through the limited perceptions of one other person

· 3rd Person omniscient: the speaker is not part of the story, but is able to “know” and describe what all characters are thinking 
	· I, me, my

· You

· He, she, they


	

	Pun


	Word play in which words with totally different meanings have similar or identical sounds.


	Like a firefly in the rain, I’m delighted.
	

	Repetition


	The purposeful re-use of words and phrases for an effect. Sometimes, especially with longer phrases that contain a different key word each time, this is called parallelism. 
	I have a dream… 

I have a dream…

I have a dream…
	

	Rhetorical Question
	A rhetorical question may have an obvious answer, but the questioner asks it to lay emphasis to the point. 
	Can we do better next time?
Do you want to be a success in this world?
Is this supposed to be some kind of a joke?


	

	Simile
	A direct comparison of two unlike things using “like” or “as.”


	He’s as dumb as an ox.

Her eyes are like planets.
	

	Structure: 

· End-stopped line

· Enjambment 
	· When a line of poetry comes to an end because of punctuation

· The continuation of the logical sense — and therefore the grammatical construction —beyond the end of a line of poetry. 

	· The sun shone brightly.

· The sun shone bright

as an angel. 
	

	Symbol


	An thing that is itself but also stands for something else. An object, event, animal, or person to which we have attached additional meaning and

significance.
	A flag to represent a country, a lion to represent courage, a wall to symbolize separation.
	

	Tone 

	The attitude of the speaker towards the subject or audience
	Humorous, aggressive, accusatory, jovial
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


