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Poetic Devices Chart

	Poetic Device
	Definition/Example
	I Can Identify an Example in a Poem
	I Can Create My Own Example

	Alliteration


	The repetition of the same sound at the start of words in close proximity to each other. 
Ex: Peter Piper picked pickled peppers.
	
	

	Assonance  
	The repetition of similar vowel sounds 

Ex: I rose and told him of my woe.

Ex: The rabbit whacked my ear.
Note:  Assonance differs from rhyme in that rhyme is a similarity of vowel and consonant= "Lake" and "fake" demonstrate rhyme; "lake" and "fate" demonstrate assonance
	
	

	Hyperbole

	A figure of speech that uses exaggeration for emphasis
Ex: He weighs a ton.
	
	

	Imagery

	A word or group of words that appeal to one or more of the senses: sight, sound, touch, taste, or smell, to create a vivid “picture” 

Ex: bare, black branches 
	
	

	Metaphor


	A figure of speech that compares two seemingly unalike things without using the words like, as, than, or resembles
Ex: He is a pig. 
	
	

	Onomatopoeia 

	Words that imitate the sounds they describe 

Ex: boom, buzz, crackle, gurgle, hiss, zip
	
	

	Personification


	Giving human qualities to non-humans

Ex: Rain dancing (Rain can’t dance, it is not a human)
Ex: Angry sky (the sky can’t have human emotion)
Ex: Faucet crying 
	
	

	Repetition


	Repetition is the use of any sound, word, phrase, line, or stanza more than once throughout the poem

Anaphora: The repeated use of the same word or phrase at the beginning of two or more lines 

Ex: I have a dream…

       I have a dream…
	
	

	Simile 


	A figure of speech that compares two unalike things using “like” or “as” 

Ex. During lunch, the girl ate like a pig.

Ex: My love is like a red, red rose.
	
	

	Structure: Stanzas/line breaks 
-To keep a poem as a whole, or break into separate stanzas

-To emphasize a word or phrase at the end or beginning of a line

-To signal a pause to the reader

-To speed up or slow down the pace

-To create a sense of forward motion

-To show a change of thought

-To create an interruption


	The deliberate choice as to how to structure and organize a poem to enhance the meaning and create an effect

Ex: rain falling

       hailing

       slicing

       pouring pouring down on 
       me
	
	

	Additional Poetic Devices 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


"Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers," is a(n) example of:
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	alliteration

	[image: image2.wmf]
	onomatopoeia
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	personification
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	simile


2. She was like a rainy Sunday," is an example of a(n):
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	idiom
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	metaphor
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	simile
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	analogy


8. The repetition of vowel sounds (mad hatter) is a(n) example of:
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	repetition
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	rhyme
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	rhythm
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	assonance


10. A group of lines that form a division of a poem is a(n):

	[image: image13.wmf]
	line
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	stanza
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	couplet

	[image: image16.wmf]
	ballad


11. "He was as fast as winter break," is an example of a(n):
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	idiom
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	metaphor
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	simile
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	analogy


12. A comparison that does not use "like" or "as" is a(n):
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	idiom
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	metaphor
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	simile
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	analogy


16. Repeated use of sounds, words, or ideas for effect and emphasis is:
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	repetition
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	rhyme
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	rhythm
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	assonance


17. "The bathroom sinck drip-drips, drip-drips," is a(n) example of:
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	alliteration
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	onomatopoeia
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	personification
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	simile


20. "The baby was a spider as he crawled around the room," is an example of a(n):
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	idiom
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	metaphor
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	simile
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	analogy


Directions: Read through the following activities in chronological

order, read the directions completely and carefully, then complete

each activity.

Activity 1:

Put your first, last name on the document provided for you.

Using the literature book and online resources, skim through poems to find

an example of EACH poetry term. For each term, write the poem, name of

poet, and the example of the term in the appropriate columns.

Websites to Use:

http://www.online-literature.com/yeats/

https://www.poets.org/page.php/prmID/199

http://www.emule.com/poetry/?page=top_poems

http://www.poetry4kids.com/poems

http://www.poemhunter.com/poems/

http://www.emule.com/poetry/?page=top_poems

Activity 2: Take the online quiz on the following website and record your

final score.

http://www.quia.com/quiz/741084.html

Your Score: _________

1. An alliterative sentence that describes this painting:

! “Lovely Lisa leers lazily at Leonardo.”

2. A metaphor that describes all or part of this painting:

! “Her smile was a twisted serpent.”

3. A sentence containing onomatopoeia inspired by this painting:

! “Creeeeak! Monaʼs knee was beginning to give out. She had been

posing for this artist for hours!”

4. An example of personification inspired by this painting:

! “Her eyes danced merrily as she thought of the finished portrait.”

5. A simile that describes all or part of this painting:

! “Her dark, straight hair was as heavy as a wool blanket in the

afternoon heat.”

Figurative Language Scavenger Hunt

Go to each website to answer the following questions, and then write your answer in the space provided.
Activity 1:

Write the definition and the example provided for each of the following terms:
http://humanities.byu.edu/rhetoric/silva.htm
1. Alliteration:

2. Simile:

3. Metaphor:

4. Personification:

5. Onomatopoeia:

Activity 2:

Search the following websites for poems that contain the literary devices you just learned about.  Record the name of the poem, the website it was found at, and the line or lines from the poem that contain the literary device.

http://www.poetry4kids.com/poems
http://www.emule.com/poetry/?page=top_poems
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~pfa/dreamhouse/nursery/rhymes.html
http://www.poetryloverspage.com/poets/stevenson/collections/childs_garden_of_verses.html
http://www.gigglepoetry.com/
http://www.sunniebunniezz.com/poetry/poetpage.htm
1. Alliteration

Poem:

Author:

Website:

Lines with alliteration:
2. Simile
Poem:

Author:

Website:

Lines with alliteration:
3. Metaphor
Poem:

Author:

Website:

Lines with alliteration:
4. Personification
Poem:

Author:

Website:

Lines with alliteration:
5. Onomatopoeia
Poem:

Author:

Website:

Lines with alliteration:
Activity 3:

Take the online quiz on the following website and record your final score.

http://www.berghuis.co.nz/abiator/lang/lmc/wp1.htm
Your score__________________

Activity 4:

The examples that follow were written about the Mona Lisa.

http://www.arlindo-correia.com/020602.html (picture of the Mona Lisa)

You will write your own sentences in the spaces that follow, using the following painting as your inspiration.

http://www.metmuseum.org/Works_of_Art/viewOne.asp?dep=11&viewmode=0&item=89.15.19
1. An alliterative sentence that describes this painting:

Example: “Lovely Lisa leers lazily at Leonardo.”
2. A metaphor that describes all or part of this painting:

Example: “Her smile was a twisted serpent.”
3. A sentence containing onomatopoeia inspired by this painting:
Example: “Creeeeak! Mona’s knee was beginning to give out. She had been posing for this artist for hours!”

4. An example of personification inspired by this painting:

Example: “Her eyes danced merrily as she thought of the finished portrait.”
5.  A simile that describes all or part of this painting:

Example: “Her dark, straight hair was as heavy as a wool blanket in the afternoon heat.”
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