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	Paper 2 IB Exam
Prose: 
Novel and Short Story
	Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte

	Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

	1984 by George Orwell

	Oryx and Crake by Margaret Atwood

	Compare/Contrast: Similarities and/or Differences 

	CONFLICTS/RESOLUTIONS
(vs self, character, society, nature, Do the conflicts get resolved? In what way?) 
	
	
	
	
	

	SETTINGS
(Time, location, context, and how it reflects or contributes to author’s purpose)
	
	
	
	 
	

	CHARACTERS
(How are they presented? What do they discover about themselves and others?)
	
	
	
	
	

	SYMBOLS
(What people, places, or things are significant and represent something more?)
	
	
	
	
	

	IMAGERY
(What details and descriptions does the author focus on?)
	
	
	
	
	

	Other Literary Conventions: 
(Ex: narration/point of view, mood, foreshadowing, epigraph, 
figurative language such as similes and metaphors, )

	
	
	
	
	

	Significant Words, Phrases, Sentences (**Direct quotes from the text are not expected nor required for Paper 2.) However, if you have several highly important and significant quotes you’ve noted in the text, writing them here may help you be more likely to reference the passage specifically and gain higher marks!!
	
	
	
	
	

	THEMATIC TOPICS/ THEMES
(What is the author’s purpose in writing the novel? Who cares? So what?)

	
	
	
	
	


Paper 2 Examination Essay Writing Hints
1. Do choose a question from YOUR genre category or you will be penalized 
2. Remember that the questions have been written for literally thousands of candidates around the world. You have to ‘tailor’ your response to your specific Part 3 texts you have studied (Novels). You must find a focus that you can deal with in 1 1/2 (SL) to 2 (HL) hours.
3. Identify what the question is asking in literary terms.  
4. Rewrite the question in your own words.
5. Does it involve extra questions?  If so, rewrite each one to be sure you understand all of the implications of the question.
6. Define all the words in the original questions whose meaning is important (i.e. key terms), especially those terms which could be ambiguous.  You may want to define a given term by exclusion.  Brainstorm synonyms for key terms.
7. List all the titles of works and the authors you have studied in Part 3 (as relevant).  Think them over carefully, and choose (at least) two to use as examples or evidence.  It’s usually best to write about two works.
8. Focus What is the main focus/thrust of the works you have chosen?  How does this relate to the question?  How does this help you to set your parameters?
9. No matter what the question asks, the criteria are the same.  Make sure you are scoring on them by demonstrating knowledge and understanding, responding to the question, demonstrating appreciation of literary features, providing a coherent structure to your argument, and using formal, literary language. What you’re really answering is “What? How? and Why?”
10. Plan your essay. 
 
Essay Structure
· Introduction:  Thesis
· Body:  Support your response to the question with evidence from the texts. 
· Make clear topic sentences that discuss author’s choices at the start of your paragraphs, relevant to the question.
· Relevant and specific examples with analysis! 
· Summarize your key point at the end of a paragraph.
· Provide transitions within and between paragraphs.
· Don’t forget that it’s a comparative essay (what’s similar, what’s different, why does this matter in relation to the question)
· Conclusion:  Bring together your answers.  Be succinct, and do not merely repeat what you have already said in the body of your essay. 
Time Management
· DON’T rush into writing
· DO think carefully about what the question is really asking and how you will answer it, in what order
· DO remember, it is better to develop a few points in detail, than a lot of points superficially.
· DO leave time to proofread and edit your work
Sample IB Paper 2 Exam Questions:
1. “My own preference is for a story that is kaleidoscopic, with a number of different voices rather than one character speaking for the entire novel or short story.”  Focusing on single and/or multiple voices, discuss the effects of viewpoint in two or three novels you have studied.
2. “Fiction is an essentially rhetorical art—that is to say the novelist or short-story writer persuades us to share a certain view of the world for the duration of the reading experience.”  To what extent do you agree with this statement in regards to two or three novels you have studied?
3. Authors are aware of the power of their works to shock the reader.  Referring to at least two of the works in your study, explore some of the methods they have employed to do this.
