	Feature
	Explanations/Notes

	chapter titles
	- usually one word 
- kind of cryptic at times...
- symbolism
- memory
- words used as a way to understand the world/define it

	Crake/Jimmy watching things online
	- pornography
- executions/suicides
- games
- etc.
- reference to Youtube?

	present/past tense
	- Snowman scenes (present)/Jimmy scenes (past)
- novel cuts back and forth between past/present (and it is set in the future...ohhh deep).

	time (the non-chronological nature of the novel)
	- jumbled memories
- imperfect memories
- trying to figure out what happened and why
- frustration
- telling stories to others/one’s self to try to make sense of past events
- every story is a “version”
- hindsight/reconstruction
- Atwood raises questions for the reader both to intrigue the reader and to remind us that in order to discover the causal factors of a situation, we often need to go back in time

	modifying the world
	- modifying the world to suit ourselves vs. modifying ourselves to suit the world...?

	the Crakers
	- Humanity 2.0?
- a “better” version?
- “immortal” in a sense?
- how much can you change a human before they aren’t human anymore?
- human arrogance in seeing ourselves as a finished product or something permanent?
- Snowman’s conversations with the Crakers - demonstrate the loss of human culture, technology, knowledge, millenia of development (including language)
- Snowman’s desire to teach them comes from a need for legacy/continuity?  

	vanity v. necessity
	- using technology for needs vs. wants
- can humans practice self-restraint?

	Snowman’s love of (strange/old-fashioned) words
	- words are important to us, but they are not as permanent as we wish they were
- Snowman fighting the silence of the world around him?

	dystopia genre
	- in what ways is this novel like Nineteen Eighty-Four or other dystopic novels/films that you know?
- what is the function of dystopia?

	character dynamics
	- Jimmy/Crake
- Jimmy/Oryx
- Jimmy/Oryx/Crake
- Jimmy/mom/dad
- Snowman/the Crakers

	debates (ethical)
	- some of the ethical issues in the novel are addressed directly by the characters themselves, although never in a way that seems unnatural to the story.
- e.g. Jimmy’s mom and dad arguing about the genetic research he does.
- e.g. Jimmy half-heartedly arguing with the friends of his vegan girlfriend (Jimmy not taking things seriously, as usual)

	Why Jimmy?
	- slacker
- not a hero
- flawed
- a bit of a romantic - counters Crake’s cold rationalism
- has a complex emotional past
- fairly clever in his own way
- forced into a situation where he needs to be quite practical (as Snowman) at times, to survive

	the divided Jimmy/Snowman persona
	- identity - who determines it?  
- identity - outside vs. inside
- the abstract nature of naming someone/something.  Does being called Jimmy really make sense any more than being called Snowman?  If so, why?  
- religious implications (Crakers)
- Snowman is an outsider to the Crakers’ society

	immortality/conquering death
	- IRONY!!!!!! - Crake’s solution in the human quest for immortality is to kill everyone
- he sees the desire for immortality itself as the problem, and so decides to eliminate the desire (not to actually make people immortal)
- the above point leads to this question: does mortality only exist if we’re afraid of dying?

	natural evolution vs. “artificial” evolution
	- choose which path to follow
- “playing God”
- what is “artificial”?
- how much should we influence nature?
- our impact on nature?
- references to previous texts (The Island of Dr. Moreau...by HG Wells)
- where do we draw the line?
- slippery slope?

	Crake couldn’t predict (totally) what the Crakers would be like
	- Crakers - art, religion, “culture,” leadership
- can never “stop” nature
- you can’t control everything - you can’t stop time/change
- invasive species - something we’ve already done that has spun out of control

	Title - of the novel
	- big world-changing issues going on - but focuses on personal relationships
- we all focus on relationships more than big issues (generally)
- big picture/small picture
- Oryx and Crake - not their real names...why? - identity - creating your own identity - who Jimmy remembers them as...
- they choose the names - then Jimmy can’t really remember the original
- Oryx/Crake - Extinctathon - extinct species

	sexuality/over-sexualization of society
	- Oryx - child exploitation/prostitution
- third world countries - South East Asia, etc.
- STDs - protection from them (for the rich)
- Jimmy’s relationships with women
- pornography
- desensitization
- self-perpetuating
- because you can?
- the Other
- separation of Compounds/pleeblands 

	games that they played
	- Blood and Roses/Extinctathon
- influences Crake, possibly
- games played as a child are not inconsequential
- Jimmy used as Crake’s whipping boy 
- desensitization

	cyclical nature of the novel 
	- reprise at the end
- this is a story he’s told before
- rise and fall of civilizations


