Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________Block: 2A  3A  2B  3B
EVIDENCE: Margaret Atwood’s Oryx & Crake Paper 1 and Paper 2 IB Exam Prep
As you prepare for college-level reading, writing, and discussions, it’s important to practice college-level habits. Each of the following literature circle roles guides you towards a close reading of the text and helps you participate in a discussion. 
· Discussion Director:

Your job is to develop at least two open-ended critical IB discussion questions that your group can discuss with this part of the book. Why, how, to what extent, in what ways, etc. Be sure to write down some ideas of your own about how to respond to them to spark the discussion. *If you have questions about plot or other factual elements, you certainly can ask that as well! *Think like IB; they want you to be able to examine the author’s choices. Example: Why does Atwood use flashbacks between Snowman’s current life and Jimmy’s childhood? (Response: This helps convey/demonstrate….)
· Literary Highlighter:

Your job is to locate at least two significant quotes from the text and identify the literary device. What is interesting? Powerful? Confusing? Record the passage and explain the author’s choice and its purpose/effect. Example: “On the white beach, ground-up coral and broken bones, a group of the children are walking” (Atwood 6). Atwood’s choice to contrast the white beach and image of children with destroyed coral and “broken” body parts creates a loss of purity and innocence. This contributes to/highlights/ exemplifies/demonstrates/emphasizes/draws attention to/conveys/portrays…
· Theme Tracker: 
Your job is to record at least two central ideas that are present in the section of the reading. What is the author revealing, demonstrating, suggesting, critiquing, or otherwise presenting to readers? You can’t simply state “love” (that is a thematic topic). You must explain in a complete thought what the author is suggesting or demonstrating about that topic for it to be considered a theme. Use thematic topic resources from handouts/bookmarks/weebly website & be sure to develop the idea and explain how it is presented in the text!
· Compare/Contrast Coordinator:

Your job is to choose at least two similarities and/or differences to other texts we’ve read: Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre, Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby, and Orwell’s 1984. Example: The dystopian atmosphere that Atwood has created is similar to Orwell’s 1984. For example, Atwood describes…
· Artist:

Your job is to create a visual of something significant based on the text. This can be a diagram, map, pie chart, character depiction, object, or any literal or metaphorical representation of the text. Be sure to explain your choice and its importance to the text. What does your visual reveal? Why is it important? 
· Critical Theory Lens: Gender Critique: 

Your job is to explore at least two of the following questions: How are women’s lives portrayed in the work? How do male and female characters relate to one another? Are these relationships sources of conflict? Are these conflicts resolved? Does the work challenge or affirm traditional views of women? If a female character were male, how would the story be different (and vice versa)? What does the work contribute to our knowledge of LGBTQ experience and history? The Bechdel test is a measurement of the representation of women in literature. It asks whether or not a work of fiction features at least two women who talk to each other about something other than a man. The requirement that the two women must be named is sometimes added.

· Critical Theory Lens: Race, Culture, & Ethnicity: 

Your job is to explore at least two of the following questions: From what perspective is the story told? How does the text present race? What images of different people are presented in the text? How are they portrayed? Are there any stereotypes?  Are there any generalizations? Are any main characters or in-depth characters non-white? How does the text deal with cultural conflicts, particularly between majority and minority groups? How varied are demographics? 
· Critical Theory Lens: Marxist:

Your job is to explore at least two of the following questions: What role does class play in the work? What is the author's analysis of class relations? How do characters overcome oppression? In what ways does the work serve as propaganda for the status quo; or does it try to undermine it? What does the work say about oppression; or are social conflicts ignored or blamed elsewhere? Does the work propose some form of utopian vision as a solution to the problems encountered in the work?
· Critical Theory Lens: Psychological:
Your job is to explore at least two of the following questions: What forces are motivating the characters?  Given their backgrounds, how plausible are the characters’ behavior?  What roles do psychological disorders and dreams play in this story? 

What do the characters’ emotions and behaviors reveal about their psychological states?  Key terms: Id: instinctual, pleasure-seeking part of mind (instincts) Ego: the part of the mind that controls but does not repress the id’s impulses, releasing them in a healthy way (reality) Superego: the part of the mind that represses the id’s impulses (morality)

· Critical Theory: Formalist/New Criticism:
Your job is to explore at least two of the following questions: How do the various literary devices and conventions of the work shape its meaning?  What recurring patterns (repeated or related words, images, etc.) can you find? What is the effect of these patterns or motifs?  How does repetition reinforce the theme(s)?  How does the writer’s diction reveal or reflect the work’s central idea?  What figures of speech are used? (metaphors, similes, hyperbole, personification, etc.)  How are the events of the plot recounted---for example, in sequential order or as a flashback? How does that contribute to the central idea?  How does the narrator’s point of view shape the meaning?

Critical Theory Lenses 
Critical Theories (or “Lenses”) and Active Reading: How do we interpret a text? 
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Strong readers have no special talent. Instead, they are people who have chosen to become active readers instead of passive readers. A passive reader “hears” the text but does not really listen. The passive reader demands nothing of the text, asks it no questions. The passive reader gains nothing but boredom from the text. The active reader, on the other hand, carries on an interesting, enriching conversation with the text he or she is reading.

The questions we ask the text are the most important part of the conversation. Our questions make the text to talk to us, to our experience, to what we want or need to learn. The right questions bring any text alive. Where do the questions come from? They come from our experience and knowledge. It is important that you understand that every study of literature involves reading through a set of critical lenses—and those lenses take many forms (see below). As we look through different lenses, we use different sets of questions to interrogate the text.

Upon Seeing an Orange:
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Critical Lenses Sample Questions:
· Reader Response lens asks: What does the orange taste like? What does the orange remind me of? How does the orange affect me? 

· Formalist/New Criticism lens asks: What shape is the orange? How many seeds are there? What pattern is on the inside? What does the orange symbolize? 

· Race, Ethnicity, & Culture lens asks: Are green oranges equally represented? Are green oranges and orange oranges valued differently? 

· Gender/Feminism lens asks: How are men and women viewed differently when eating the orange?

· Marxist lens asks: Who owns the orange? How much does the orange cost? Who gets to eat it?

· Psychological lens asks:  What does the orange think of itself? 
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	Extra Paper 2 Practice After Reading: Which other novel is most comparable to Oryx and Crake? Explain at least one major similarity and/or difference. 


	


