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What is literary analysis? 

· [image: image1.png]


Analysis is the practice of looking closely at small parts to see how they affect the whole.

· Literary analysis focuses on how authors use literary devices to create meaning. 

· This literary analysis essay encourages you to think about how and why a short story was written. To successfully analyze literature, you’ll need to remember that authors make specific choices for particular reasons. Your essay should point out the author’s choices and explain their significance.

· *Remember, you are NOT simply providing a definition of the literary device; you are identifying how the author uses the device and the effect it creates. Ask yourself: Why did the author make this choice? How would the story be different if the author had not included it? What does it do in the story? How does it develop or contribute to the theme? 

Step-by-Step Directions:
· 1. Choose a short story

· 2. Read and annotate

· 3. Reread to practice observing carefully so that you notice the author’s choices (use of literary devices)

· 4. 
Literary Analysis Essay Outline

Paragraph 1: Introduction
	Thesis Statement:



Paragraph 2: Body Paragraph #1
	Topic Sentence: What is this paragraph about / how does it support your thesis?




	Context: Briefly state the circumstances related to your quote (who, what, when, and/or where) to help readers fully understand where the quote fits into the story

Textual Evidence: Brief quotation & MLA in-text citation
Analysis: Thorough explanation of example and how it supports your thesis:




	Transition Sentence: Wrap up this idea and transition into the next paragraph




Paragraph 3: Body Paragraph #2
	Topic Sentence: What is this paragraph about / how does it support your thesis?




	Context: Briefly state the circumstances related to your quote (who, what, when, and/or where) to help readers fully understand where the quote fits into the story

Textual Evidence: Brief quotation & MLA in-text citation
Analysis: Thorough explanation of example and how it supports your thesis:




	Transition Sentence: Wrap up this idea and transition into the next paragraph




Paragraph 4: Conclusion
	Restate thesis differently:




	Summarize main ideas: 




	Concluding thoughts: (So what? How does it connect to the real world?)




Paragraph 1: Introduction (Continued)
	Attention Grabber: Something about your topic that will “hook” your reader




	Background Information: Author, title, literary device, and brief overview of main ideas. Only include information that is relevant to your topic/argument!



