Literary Analysis Essay Independent Checklist   My Name:_________________________________
Introduction:

___Attention grabber is the first sentence in the introduction (circle which of the following the writer uses: unique thought-provoking question, well-known quote/statement, story/situation, image/description)
___Writer transitions from attention grabber to the author and title of the short story smoothly (Author [insert one of these verbs: explores, reveals, exhibits, shows] this in his/her short story, “Insert Title of Short Story.”)  

___Short story is in quotation marks. Example: “The Most Dangerous Game” NOT in italics or bold!

___Introduction ends with a thesis statement as the last sentence following this format: 
[Author’s Last Name] uses [literary device or element of literature you are analyzing] to [verb: show/illustrate/convey/demonstrate/reveal] [idea about how and why the author made this choice]. 


*if the writer does not have any or part of the thesis statement, underline or note what is missing or lacking 

All 3 Body Paragraphs:

___Body paragraphs begin with a topic sentence that indicates the paragraph’s main supporting point

___The main idea of every paragraph directly supports the idea in the thesis

___Writer sets up the example, a.k.a, puting the quote into context of the character’s situation
___Writer uses a lead-in to the quotation with a brief phrase, such as “Rainsford says,” or “Montresor thinks,” 

___Writer uses in-text citations after every quote that looks like this example (Poe 7). NOT (Poe pg. 7)  

___Writer thoroughly explains the quote and how it supports thesis statement
___Each body paragraph has a wrap-up/concluding sentence that reinforces the main idea 
___The writer transitions between each paragraph in a clear, organized way with transitional phrases including but not limited to the following examples: One way, furthermore, in addition to, another way, moreover, also, not only, 
Conclusion:
___The first sentence in the conclusion rewords the thesis statement (NOT directly copied and pasted word for word from the introduction)
___Writer summarizes main ideas from body paragraphs 
___The last sentence in the conclusion “ends with a bang” or a profound statement related to the attention grabber and does NOT say “I hope you enjoyed” or “You should…” 
Style/Language Mechanics/MLA Format 

___Writer avoids the use of “I” “you” “me” & announcing “I’m going to tell you about…” 
___Writer has spell-checked essay 
___Essay is typed in Times New Roman 12 point font and is double spaced following the MLA format
___The writer has included a “Work Cited” page. Example below: 
Work Cited

Poe, Edgar Allan. “The Cask of Amontillado.” Prentice Hall Literature. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2005. Print.
Literary Analysis Essay Peer Review Checklist       Peer’s Name:____________________________
Introduction:

___Attention grabber is the first sentence in the introduction (circle which of the following the writer uses: unique thought-provoking question, well-known quote/statement, story/situation, image/description)
___Writer transitions from attention grabber to the author and title of the short story smoothly (Author [insert one of these verbs: explores, reveals, exhibits, shows] this in his/her short story, “Insert Title of Short Story.”)  

___Short story is in quotation marks. Example: “The Most Dangerous Game” NOT in italics or bold!

___Introduction ends with a thesis statement as the last sentence following this format: 
[Author’s Last Name] uses [literary device or element of literature you are analyzing] to [verb: show/illustrate/convey/demonstrate/reveal] [idea about how and why the author made this choice]. 


*if the writer does not have any or part of the thesis statement, underline or note what is missing or lacking 

All 3 Body Paragraphs:

___Body paragraphs begin with a topic sentence that indicates the paragraph’s main supporting point

___The main idea of every paragraph directly supports the idea in the thesis

___Writer sets up the example, a.k.a, puting the quote into context of the character’s situation
___Writer uses a lead-in to the quotation with a brief phrase, such as “Rainsford says,” or “Montresor thinks,” 

___Writer uses in-text citations after every quote that looks like this example (Poe 7). NOT (Poe pg. 7)  

___Writer thoroughly explains the quote and how it supports thesis statement
___Each body paragraph has a wrap-up/concluding sentence that reinforces the main idea 
___The writer transitions between each paragraph in a clear, organized way with transitional phrases including but not limited to the following examples: One way, furthermore, in addition to, another way, moreover, also, not only, 
Conclusion:
___The first sentence in the conclusion rewords the thesis statement (NOT directly copied and pasted word for word from the introduction)
___Writer summarizes main ideas from body paragraphs 
___The last sentence in the conclusion “ends with a bang” or a profound statement related to the attention grabber and does NOT say “I hope you enjoyed” or “You should…” 
Style/Language Mechanics/MLA Format 

___Writer avoids the use of “I” “you” “me” & announcing “I’m going to tell you about…” 
___Writer has spell-checked essay 
___Essay is typed in Times New Roman 12 point font and is double spaced following the MLA format
___The writer has included a “Work Cited” page. Example below: 
Work Cited

Poe, Edgar Allan. “The Cask of Amontillado.” Prentice Hall Literature. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2005. Print.
