Hook/Attention Grabber Strategies for Introduction Paragraph:

· Meaningful quote related to your essay

Example: “Oh what a tangled web we weave, when first we practice to deceive” is an adage whose truth is as relevant today as it was when it was first coined.  Simply put, lies beget lies.  One convenient lie creates a sequence of other inconvenient half-truths and deceptions. 

Transition into Author and Title of Story: Arthur Miller, in his play The Crucible, creates such a situation….
· Universal idea/belief related to your essay

Example: Throughout human history, violence—even murder—has always been a problem. 

Transition into Author and Title of Story: Murder and violence are both prominent in The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins, where children are forced to fight. 

· Thought-provoking question related to your essay (CAUTION: THIS IS VERY DIFFICULT TO DO WELL!) 
CAUTION: Writing an advanced question is very challenging! If you’re not feeling confident about your question, try turning it into a statement. 
1) You're opening up the possibility for readers to say, "No," and then they will tune you out.
a. Example: Have you ever been hunted in the jungle? (AVOID THIS!!!)
2) Often they are boring and cliché and we have thought if it before! Be creative.
a. Example: Do you ever feel like getting revenge on someone? (AVOID THIS!!!)
· Choose one strategy to practice writing a hook and then transition into the author and title of the story: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Sample Introduction Paragraphs with HOOK, TRANSITION, and THESIS:

“Cast your bucket down where you are!” were the words of Booker T. Washington that resounded in the heads of thousands of black Americans in the years of and following Reconstruction. During this time, many people shared Washington’s philosophy of upward class mobility and the gradual progression of the black race towards the standards of white society. In her novel Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston portrays the philosophy of essentially striving to become “white.” She depicts a vibrant black society that stands alone; her political message is subtle – it lies in the complete absence of whites throughout most of the book. She does not address the white population, because it is not part of her message

The sound of a breakdown may be accompanied by skidding tires and breaking glass or just quiet weeping in the night. In Backwater Betty Black, by Greg Doherty, both sounds are heard. The novel is the story of a jaded psych nurse, Betty Black, who takes a mental patient, Doug Vane, on a road trip that would try anyone’s sanity. Ultimately, the story portrays the relationship between happiness and control. To be happy, Doherty conveys, one must be neither too controlling nor too controlled; and sometimes the only way to gain perspective on one’s sense of control is to lose control for a while.

Is love purely a feeling – or something more? If each person’s interpretation of love is unique, then how do we know what someone is saying when they say “I love you”? In F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby, we watch the romantic tragedy of the mysterious Jay Gatsby and beautiful Daisy Buchanan through the eyes of Nick, a common friend and young businessman. Their story would make anyone reconsider what love really means. Fitzgerald demonstrates in The Great Gatsby that in relationships, love or compassion does not necessarily imply a sense of commitment to a person, and vice versa.
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