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Writing Introductions for Literary Essays

The Elements of an Introduction

1. The hook introduces a broad topic/idea (such as “justice” or “loyalty”)

that is related to your essay.

II.  The transition narrows the big idea by connecting it

the literary work you are discussing:

IIL. Your thesis statement is the

specific idea that you are discussing

in the essay.

Part I: The Hook
The hook gets your reader’s attention by presenting a broad topic or question that relates to
your essay. For example, an essay about the guilt of a character in a trial could start with the
sentence, “In the American criminal justice system, a jury cannot prove a person guilty
unless he or she has been proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.” Introducing this idea
prepares the reader to understand the details you will be presenting. Provocative questions,
such as “Can someone commit murder and still be a good person?” can also introduce your
topic and hook your reader.

Part II: The Transition
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How to Write an Introduction Paragraph 
In the following sample introduction, the three parts are labeled as follows: 

Hook                 Transition/Background Info              Thesis Statement 

Introductory paragraph:

 The sound of a breakdown may be accompanied by skidding tires and breaking glass or just quiet weeping in the night. In Backwater Betty Black, by Greg Doherty, both sounds are heard. The novel is the story of a jaded psych nurse, Betty Black, who takes a mental patient, Doug Vane, on a road trip that would try anyone’s sanity. Ultimately, the story portrays the relationship between happiness and control.  Doherty conveys in his book Backwater Betty Black, that sometimes a way to gain perspective on one’s sense of self-control is to lose control for a while.
Exercise: Identifying the Parts of an Introductory Paragraph 

 “Cast your bucket down where you are!” were the words of Booker T. Washington that echoed in the heads of thousands of black Americans in the years of and following Reconstruction. Zora Neale Hurston’s book Their Eyes Were Watching God builds on those words. During that time, many people shared Washington’s philosophy of upward class mobility and the gradual progression of the black race towards the standards of white society. She depicts a vibrant black culture that stands alone; her political message is subtle – it lies in the complete absence of whites throughout most of the book. She does not address the white population, because it is not part of her message. In her novel Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston portrays how many people essentially strive to become white.  

Your Hook:

Your Transition/Background Info:

Your Thesis: 

How to Write a Conclusion Paragraph 


In the following sample conclusion, the three parts are labeled as follows: 

Thesis Restatement               Overview              Return to the hook/Final thought/So what 

In Backwater Betty Black, Doherty portrays that one’s self-regulation of thoughts and behavior can be better understood through taking risks.   The characterization of the nurse pushing the boundaries of sanity through the barren setting of a road trip demonstrates a paradigm shift. Additionally, the imagery of the flowers serves to validate the beauty of the situation and suggest a better understanding of one’s self.  New perspective can stem from flashing ambulance lights and screeching tires or a silent cry, but both losses of control create the possibility of change. 
Your Thesis Restatement:

Your Overview:

Your Return to the Hook/Final Thought/ “So what?” 

Synthesize, don’t summarize. Include a brief summary of the paper’s main points, but don’t simply repeat things that were in your paper. Instead, show your reader how the points you made and the support and examples you used fit together. Pull it all together.
