	Step 1: Write It


Get Their Attention
Nobody likes to be bored. So put yourself in your audience's shoes. Find an interesting way to start your speech. For instance, Abraham Lincoln's most famous speech was the "Gettysburg Address." It began: "Four score and seven years ago, our Fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation…."
He could have just said "Eighty-seven years ago…." But "Four score and seven" has a nice poetic ring to it and gets your attention better.

Tell Them What You're Going to Tell Them
Speeches are different from written communication. People hear the words instead of reading the words. When people read and don't understand something, they can go back and read it again. But with a speech, listeners have to get your points the first time. They can't "re-listen." So it's a good idea to explain quickly what your main point is going to be. That helps the audience know what to listen for. For instance: "Today I want to talk to you about America and how we can continue to shine as a great country."
End With a Bang!
After you've laid out your plan for the future, it's a good idea to end your speech with a rousing conclusion. Leave people feeling excited and that's what they'll remember about you. For instance:
"Together we can make this nation truly great. And together we can build a better world for our children!" 

	Step 2: Say It
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After you've written your speech, you must practice reading your speech like you're really talking to a group. Why?

· When you read out loud you hear problems that your eyes didn't notice, like sentences that are way too long and seem to go on forever like this sentence does so that I can make a point about sentences that are too long. 
(Whew! Can you say that sentence without taking a breath or stumbling?) 

· When you read out loud you'll hear accidental tongue-twisters. For example, these sentences are easy to read to yourself. But try to say them out loud! (You'll hear what we mean!) 

The President pleasantly prepared to pack his putter for the trip.
Sarah sold her seashells slowly Saturday.

Mark Up Your Script
What script? Your speech! It's a good idea to think of anything you write to read aloud as a script. So when your speech is finished, get a pencil and mark it up. That means actually making marks on the speech to help you remember how you want to sound when you record your words aloud.

Professional announcers, newscasters, and actors do this all the time. And so do people giving speeches. You can underline words that you want to emphasize by saying them louder or with more energy. And you can mark places where you want to pause for dramatic effect, or where you need to take a breath. There are no special marks to use. Just make up your own. Maybe put a "P" where you want to pause.

Here's an example of a marked-up script. The words are from a speech by President John F. Kennedy. Can you tell how it was meant to be said?
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‘askwhat you can do for your country."




	Step 3: Deliver It
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Okay! You've written your speech, and you've practiced reading it aloud. Now it's time to present your work. Here are some tips to remember as you present your final product: 

· Slow It Down
Many people experience stage fright when called upon to speak publicly. The result can be racing through your speech without pausing. Try to speak slowly and clearly in a voice that is loud without shouting. 

· Keep It Lively
While it’s important to speak slowly enough that people will hear what you have to say, it's also important to speak with enough emotion and feeling that people will want to listen. Practice speaking with conviction. Include some pauses and emphasize your key points with your voice. Refer to your marked-up script. 

· Make Eye Contact
Look up from your paper whenever you can. Your goal is to engage your audience and make them feel as if you are addressing them personally. If you feel nervous, one trick is to look out at your audience as if you’re making eye contact, but don’t actually look at anyone directly. 
	Tips From the Pros
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Scholastic asked some expert political speechwriters to tell YOU the secrets of writing a speech that wins a crowd. Here are their tips: 

Use Concrete Words and Examples
Concrete details keep people interested. For instance, which is more effective? A vague sentence like "Open play spaces for children's sports are in short supply." Or the more concrete "We need more baseball and soccer fields for our kids."

Get Your Facts Together
You want people to believe that you know what you're talking about! So you'll need to do some research. For instance, let's say your big issue is the environment. You promise to pass a law that says all new cars must run on electricity, not gas. That will cut down on air pollution! But it would help if you had a few facts: How much bad air does one car create each year? How many new cars are sold in the U.S. every year? So how much will pollution be cut every year? Use the library or the Internet to do research. Your new policy proposal will sound really strong if you have the facts to back 
Sample Speech: Why Animals Don't Belong in Circuses
Behind the glamorous façade of the Big Top lurks dark, secretive rituals filled with torture, abuse, and lifelong suffering. I am referring to the outdated presence of animals in circuses. 

It looks innocent enough; the children seem to enjoy watching the lion roar on cue, or the elephant balance on two legs. But have you ever considered what the animals do when the stands are empty, or how they learn their tricks? 

This is the side of the circus the ringmaster doesn't want you to see. Because if the public knew, the circus would, without a doubt, go out of business. 

Everybody knows that an elephant would never stand on two legs in the wild. Such tricks as this are completely unnatural, and are purely so humans can prove their dominance over such “lower beings”. To train the creatures how to perform, physical force must be implemented. This obviously causes physical pain; sometimes so severe the animal is left permanently injured or even dead. 

A journalist travelling with the Ringling Brothers’ Circus in America reported that a trainer’s club could be heard, as well as a chimpanzee’s screams, from outside the arena. 

There is substantial video footage showing a young elephant being beaten with a club. 

The presence of animals in circuses causes long-term physical and mental suffering. 

Not only are the tricks the animals are forced to perform unnatural, but so are the conditions they are kept in. When travelling, they are confined in cages that give them only just enough room to turn around, not even that in the case of elephants. A young bear died because she continually bashed her head against her cage, she was made suicidal from immense frustration and mental anguish. 

Often not enough food or water is given, causing malnutrition and dehydration. In the wild, the animals would be in packs or with a family. In a circus, a tiger cage may be kept next to a cage with small dogs. You can imagine the distress it must cause both these animals. 

Children viewing circus animals will learn nothing. Compare what a child will learn watching a tiger prance around a dusty arena with a trainer shouting commands at it, to a documentary following a tiger raising her cubs in African reserve. 

Taking advantage of animals and using them for our own entertainment is generally degrading to the animal kingdom, leading to an increase in animal abuse in general. 

There are many circuses without animals that are extremely entertaining and successful, for example Cirque du Soleil and Circus Oz. 

So why, you may ask, does the abuse continue? The answer is simple. The circuses are still making profits. People still fill the stands. It is not illegal to use animals in circuses. The facts are ignored. 

Circus animals - suffering physical and mental abuse lasting a lifetime. 

Circuses - relying totally on how many tickets they sell. 

You – being the consumer, it is entirely up to you.

