Existentialism and Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett
Additional source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YaDvRdLMkHs
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The word "existential" combines the two words "existence" and "essence" ("exist-ential"), and this etymology tells us what an "existential question" is:  a question concerning the essence of what it means to be alive, such as:
· Who am I (essentially)? What is my true nature/essence? 

· What is my greater purpose? How should I live my life?

· What is death? What happens when we die? 

· Is there a god, and, if so, what is God’s nature?

· What is our greater purpose? Why are we here? 

· Why is there something rather than nothing?

Most of us don't walk around every day asking these questions -- we just go about our day, simply existing -- but for nearly everyone, there will be times in our lives when we question our existence.

· For example, if you have defined yourself as an athlete, and therefore being an athlete is what gives your life meaning, you'd probably face an existential crisis if you were injured -- or you simply grew old -- and could no longer compete in your sport. 

Existentialism is a movement in twentieth-century philosophy and literature that centers on the individual and his or her relationship to the universe or God. One of the leading exponents of existentialist thought was French novelist and philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre. His philosophy is articulated in his novels, such as No Exit and Nausea, as well as in his more purely philosophical works (Being and Nothingness, Critique of Dialectical Reason). Among the most famous and influential existentialist propositions is Sartre’s viewpoint, “__________________________________________,” which is generally taken to mean that there is no pre-defined essence to humanity except that which we make for ourselves. Since Sartrean existentialism does not acknowledge the existence of a god or of any other determining principle, human beings are free to do as they choose. Along with this freedom to choose, there is the responsibility for the consequences of one’s choices. With this responsibility comes a profound anguish or dread.
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Existentialism attempts to describe our desire to make rational decisions despite existing in an irrational universe. Unfortunately, life might be without inherent meaning (existential atheists) or it might be without a meaning we can understand (existential theists). Either way, the human desires for logic and immortality are pointless. We are forced to define our own meanings, knowing they might be temporary.
In philosophy, to existentialists, "the Absurd" refers to the conflict between the human tendency to seek inherent value and meaning in life and the human inability to find any. In this context absurd does not mean "logically impossible", but rather "humanly impossible".
(Nihilism: the rejection of all religious and moral principles, often in the belief that life is meaningless.)
The following is a list of elements that often are found in existential work. Not all existentialists are concerned with all of these issues, and certainly they do not deal with the issues in the same way. Rather, these themes bear a family resemblance that existentialists tend to share with each other.
· An emphasis upon the individual
· A critique of current society and its goal for individuals of a comfortable existence as merely part of the “herd”
· An emphasis upon human freedom and choice
· A focus on death and its role in human life
· An emphasis upon anxiety and its role in human life
· An emphasis upon the dynamic and incomplete versus the static and complete
Choose one of the elements of existentialism above and explain how it relates to Samuel Beckett’s Waiting for Godot. Be sure to include an in-text citation with your specific, relevant example. 
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