--Sample Student Essay Outline for Literary Analysis Essay--
I. Introduction Paragraph:

a. HOOK: Grab your readers’ attention.
Peering out the window may reveal a peaceful image of nature with birds settling on a white_ picket fence, chirping in the sun, and singing beautiful songs, but it can quickly take an_______ unexpected  turn for the worse._____________________________________________________________ 
b. Transition into AUTHOR AND TITLE of story.
Daphne du Maurier emphasizes this unpredictable turn for the worse in her short story, “The____ Birds.”______________________________________________________________________________________
c. Preview main ideas you will cover.
Nat and his family experiences highly unusual interactions with nature, especially through the__ images of shifting suddenly from one season to another, changing drastically from day to night, and the wind moving harshly.________________________________________________________________
d. State your thesis.
In the short story “The Birds,” Daphne du Maurier uses contrasting nature imagery to convey____ nature’s unpredictability and how difficult it is to understand nature’s course of action. ________
II. Body Paragraph 1: 

a. State TOPIC SENTENCE that supports your thesis.
One way du Maurier uses imagery to show nature’s unpredictable path is through the drastic shift of seasons. ___________________________________________________________________________
b. Provide CONTEXT for the detail you are going to analyze, such as WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE! Nat is going about his business on the farm as usual, but he realizes something odd occurring___ with the weather that strikes him as uncommon._____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
c. State the DETAIL with lead-in, and include a citation (author’s last name and page number). 
Nat notices, “On December the third the wind changed overnight and it was winter. Until then the autumn had been mellow, soft. The leaves had lingered on the trees, golden-red, and the hedgerows were still green” (du Maurier 51)._______________________________________
d. ANALYZE the detail for meaning.
The detailed nature imagery shows nature shifting unusually or unnaturally because the__ change happened “overnight” and not gradually the way Nat’s family expected. The___ contrast of “mellow” autumn, “golden-red” leaves remaining on the trees, and some fresh vegetation to “winter” is unusual and unexpected in nature.______________________________
e. Draw a conclusion that finishes analysis.
Through du Maurier’s use of nature imagery, she shows that nature isn’t as predictable as__ previously thought.______________________________________________________________________ 
III. Body Paragraph 2: 

a. TRANSITION into next TOPIC SENTENCE that supports your thesis.
Another way that du Maurier uses contrasting images of nature to demonstrate nature’s_______ unpredictable path is through light and dark during the day. _________________________________
b. Provide CONTEXT for the detail you are going to analyze, such as WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE!
While overlooking the scenery from his garden during the afternoon, Nat is surprised by what he sees because there is a serious shift from daytime to severe darkness. _________________________
c. State the DETAIL with lead-in, and include a citation (author’s last name and page number
Nat sees, “There had been no sun all day, and now, at barely three o’clock, a kind of_____ darkness had already come….It was the gulls that made the darkening of the sky” (du____ Maurier 62).____________________________________________________________________________
d. ANALYZE the detail for meaning.
The focus on a lack of light during the day paints a picture of something unusual because even without sun, Nat expects it to feel as though it is still day time. However, at such an early hour,_ the sky changes from an emptiness of “no sun” to a “darkening” full of the birds. The birds_____ suddenly take over the entire sky and create a dramatic change from early afternoon to night time darkness._____________________________________________________________________________ 
e. Draw a conclusion that finishes analysis.
Du Maurier’s emphasis on the way Nat experiences a sudden change in the sky demonstrates nature as an unpredictable force that creates a path of its own.____________________________ 
IV. Body Paragraph 3: 

a. TRANSITION into next TOPIC SENTENCE that supports your thesis.
In addition to du Maurier’s contrasting light and dark imagery in the sky, she uses the intense movement of the wind to demonstrate nature’s sudden and unpredictable ways.__________ 
b. Provide CONTEXT for the detail you are going to analyze, such as WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE!
She uses the contrast between a sense of calm and unnoticeable wind pattern to highlight how erratic nature’s path can be._________________________________________________________ 
c. State the DETAIL with lead-in, and include a citation (author’s last name and page number
Nat feels, “The east wind came whipping across the fields from the higher ground (du Maurier 78)._________________________________________________________________________________
d. ANALYZE the detail for meaning.
The use of “whipping” creates the imagery of harsh motion and movement near Nat and his_ family. The wind coming so sudden and fast emphasizes a sudden change in nature and one that Nat can’t run from or escape because it can change course and affect his family_______ wherever and whenever.__________________________________________________________________
e. Draw a conclusion that finishes analysis.
The significance of the wind being so forceful and unexpected demonstrates the_____________ unpredictability of nature and that people can experience dangerous encounters without____ warning.___________________________________________________________________________________
V. Conclusion Paragraph:

a. Restate your thesis.
Daphne du Maurier’s short story “The Birds” uses drastic changes in nature imagery to illustrate the unpredictability of nature and how difficult it is to understand or react to nature’s course of action. ____________________________________________________________________________________
b. Summarize main ideas you covered.
Even though Nat and his family try their best to understand the sudden shift from autumn to__ winter, they can’t make sense of it. Furthermore, the visible contrast between light and dark__ imagery in the sky in the middle of the day reinforces nature’s confusing and unpredictable__ path. The forceful movement of the wind is also an example of how imagery shows nature’s___ unexpected approach. Nature is acting unusually with no predictable pattern and that_______ humans have very little control.______________________________________________________________
c. End with a “bang.”

Looking out the window and noticing something as simple as the birds sitting peacefully on a tree branch can be considered a blessing, especially when the alternative can be an________ onslaught of crows viciously attacking._________ _____________________________________________
Type the works cited information on a separate page all by itself, and format it exactly like the example below.
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