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Too Brief a Treat: The Letters of Truman Capote edited by Gerald Clarke 
Evidence Assessment Capote Body Biography
Your group will create a “Body Biography” for Truman Capote. A body biography is a visual and written portrait illustrating the significance of Capote’s letters. 
After completing this portrait, you will participate in a “showing” in which you and your partners will present your “masterpiece” to the class. This “showing” should accomplish these objectives:
· communicate the most important details/parts of the letters (direct quotes with page #)

· convey how details in the letters reveal key ideas 

· promote discussion of the letters 

Assessment Criterion D: Knowledge and understanding of the work used in discussion
· How much knowledge and understanding has the student shown of the work used in the discussion?

	Marks
	Level descriptor

	0
	The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below

	MI
	There is little to no knowledge or understanding of the content of the work discussed.
- Biography reflects little imagination, creativity, and sensitivity.
- Biography hardly interacts with the text in any way and demonstrates limited understanding.

	BA
	There is some knowledge and understanding of the content and some of the implications of the work discussed.
- Biography reflects some imagination, creativity, and sensitivity.
- Biography interacts with the text in a superficial way and demonstrates partial understanding.

	PR
	There is knowledge and understanding of the content and most of the implications of the work discussed.
- Biography reflects imagination, creativity, and sensitivity.
- Biography interacts with the text in an adequate way and demonstrates sufficient understanding.

	AD
	There is excellent knowledge and understanding of the content and the implications of the work discussed.
-Biography reflects deep imagination, creativity, and sensitivity.
- Biography interacts with the text in a meaningful way and demonstrates perceptive understanding.


Recommended Procedure: 5 Steps to Success
· 1. Preview each of the parts of the body biography on the following page 

· 2. Decide how your group will effectively accomplish the project by deciding on different roles within the group: facilitator: keeps group on task, explorer: seeks details in the text and double-checks for clarification, recorder: takes notes, innovator: encourages imagination and creativity  

· 3. Identify which quotes are significant and relevant to each of the categories (details in the letters that help convey those key ideas) and jot down any notes or page numbers and plan how they will be depicted on the body biography 

· 4. Discuss ideas about how you can convey these details and key ideas creatively and visually

· 5. Create your body biography on a poster board to include creative, analytical, and accurate representations of key ideas from Capote’s letters. Your choices should be creative, analytical, and accurate (page #)!
THE BODY BIOGRAPHY Plan:
1. Heart - What does Capote hold close to his heart? What is his primary emotion/feelings in the letter? What relationships are most important to him? What should it look like and what shape, color, pictures, or symbols should be included in it?  
2. Hands - What does Capote hold in his hands? The hands might refer to actions or accomplishments of the character, or they may hold things that are important to your character.  Items that are associated with the character either literally or figuratively should be included.
3. Backbone/Spine - Actors often discuss a character's "spine." This is his objective within the work. What is the most important goal for Capote? What drives his thoughts and actions? This should be represented in a way that visually conveys what motivates the character most. The answers to these questions are his "spine." How can you illustrate them? 
4. Feet- What is the foundation of Capote’s life?  What does he base important decisions on? What is the character standing on? This should be a symbolic representation of the character's most fundamental beliefs about life.
5. Symbols- What objects can you associate with Capote that conveys his essence? Are there objects mentioned within the work itself that you could use? If not, choose objects that especially seem to correspond with him.

6. Mirror, Mirror- Consider both how Capote appears to others on the surface and what you know about the character's inner self. Do these images clash or correspond? What does this tell you about the character? How can you illustrate this mirror image? 
7. Virtues and Vices- What are Capote’s most admirable qualities? His worst? How can you make us visualize them.
