Textual Evidence Checklist

· Author’s last name writes,   “Detail exactly as it is written in the text goes here” (Author Page). 


Literary Analysis Checklist 

· Author’s last name (Connell, Poe, Saki) 

· Strong analytical verb (characterizes, contrasts, develops, emphasizes, highlights, illustrates, implies, portrays, reinforces, reveals, shows, suggests, etc.) 

· Specific words and phrases from the detail have been quoted and closely analyzed 

· Literary convention/device (tools that authors use such as suspense, conflict, personification, imagery, foreshadowing, mood, setting, exposition, climax, resolution, etc.)

· Multiple in-depth sentences that explain how and why the author made a specific choice 

· Avoid

· “I think” or “I believe” or “me” or “my” or “you”

· Any version of “It helps the readers see what is happening in the story”, “It paints a picture for the reader”, “Helps the story move along”, “It helps us connect to the characters”

· “Sort of” or “kind of” or “it’s like”

· “While I was reading” or “I noticed that” or “When I first read it” or “One sentence I found was…”

· “Everyone interprets things differently, but my opinion is”

· “This is such an amazing story…”
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Quotation Marks 





Parentheses! 





Alternative approach:


Character     says,  





The sentence ENDS after the in-text citation. Period goes at the END! 
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